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Lux. 13-4,5. 
m— Or thoſe eighteene upon whom the towre in Siloe felt, and 
them, thinks ye that they were ſinners above all 
that dwelt in Ieruſalem ? 
I tell you, Nag : but except je repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 
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the Houſe of (commons now 


aſſembled in Parliament.. 


\ He ſubje& matter preſented unto you 
K itt this Sermon, is Repentance. A 
theame that concerns you not onely 
> as you are Parliament men, betruſted 
-by the people with the happineſlc 
of the Kingdome , but as you are 
Gentlemen, betruſted by God with immortal! ſoules, It 
isa queſtion with ſome (though with me it is no que- 
ſtion) whether a wicked man can be a good Parliament 
man. Burt | ſuppole it is a queſtion with none, That if 
the may goto hell for want of repentance, what ſhall 
then become of the Parliament man? For this grace is 
abſolutely #eceſſary for your own ſ{alvations ;1o neceſ{- 
| . Jſaryasthatthereis notthe leaſt creviſe for an impeni> 
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tent ſinner to get into heaven at. Anditis neceſfary al- 
fo for the prelervation ofthe Kingdome. For itis The | 
onely way, and an infallible. way to deltver us from thu 
man-devouring, and land-devouring judgement that ts 
now upon w, as is proved at Jarge inthe enſuing diſ- 
courſe. And therefore I could heartily wiſh that one 
of the Sermons preached before you every Faſting 
day,might bea Sermon of Repentance. And that all our 
Pulpits might ſound forth nothing but the Dofrine 
of Repentance ; and that this might be the language of 
every godly Miniſter, Repent O England, Repent, Re- 
pent. It was once ſaid,and that very truly, Inter alter - 
_ candum veritas amittitur.l am ſure it may be more truly 
ſaid of our times, Inter diſputandum pententia amit- 
zituy. The people of the Citie of London have almoſt 
diſputed away their Repentance. I have read of one that 
by long ſtudying of Schoole-Divinitie-was {o beſot- 
ted that he quite forgot the Lords Prayer. And I feare 
that in our dayes through the heat of diſputation about | 
matters of Diſcipline, Faith and Repentance 1s much 
- forgotten both by Miniſter and people. And there- 
fore as it vas the excellencie of our firſt Reformers (for 
which they are eternally to be praiſed) to bring the 
Dtvinitie of former times (which was much perplex- 
ed, and almoſt loſt amongſt the multitude of unne- 
ceſlary School-utrums) unto a plaine poſitive Scriptnre- 
Divinitie ; 
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Divinitie : So it will be the excellencie of all the godly 
Miniſters in England (tor which Poſlteritie will blefle 
| them) to bring all the multitude of the unneceſlary 
queſtions that are amongſt us,to this unum nece//arium 
of Repentance, 

Bur then our care muſt be,that this Repentance be a 
right Repentance. For moſt people deceive themſelves 
into hell by a falſe repentance. The nature; of man is. 
wonderfull prone, 1. To.thinke it an eafie thing to re- 
pent. 2. Tothink that Repentance ur an ordinarie common 
theame, and that it is an eafie matter to make a Sermon of - 
repentance. 7. To thinke that it u in hi power torepent 
when he will. 4. Tothinke that God will be contenied with 
| any ſlight repentance. $5. To thinke that little finnes need 
no great repentance. 6. Tothinke that he repenteth when = 
| hedothnot. 7. To deferre bur repentaace till he come to 

beold or fick. 8. Totruſt to hu repentance, and to thinks 

#0 make God amends by his repentance. 
| All theſe are common and dangerous errors. The 
| Lord deliver you fromthem. Remedies againſt moſt 

of them are diſcovered'in the following Sermon , 
which though I ſuppoſe your multitude of bulineſles 
will not ſuffer you to read over, yet your multitude 
of bulinefles muſt not hinder you from the preſent 
, practiſe of it. For hethat exculeth himſelfe from pre- 
ſent repentance by the multitude of his imploy ous 
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what doth he elſe, but excuſe bimſelfe out of heaven, as 
they did, Luk. 14. 18,19. that brought Apologies 
why they could nor goe to heaven? _ 

Your affaires are many and weightie, yet I beſeech 
you, alwaies remember Chriſts ſpeech, Luk.to: 41,42. 
Martha, Martha, thou art carefu!l about many things . 
but one thing # needfwull. The Lord make you Stu- 
dents of ſuch things, which, when well ftudied, wil 
ftudie you into Chriſt, and into heaven, Moſt men ſtudy 
things that ſtudy them 1nto envie, and into conten- : 
tions, and into things to be repented of, The Lord 
make you to {tudy that repentance which is a repen- 
tance never to be repented of. 


So prayeth 
Your much obliged 


{pirituall {ervant, 


Ek dMUND Calamnr. 


A Sermon preached before the Honorable 


Houſept Commons, at their extraordinary day 
of Humiliation, Ottober 22. 1644- 


Ads 1 7. verl. 30. latter part. 
m—ZMt now commandeth all men every Where to repent, 
The former part runs thus, 
And the times of thu ignorance God Winkgd at, but, &C. 


Mong all the Texts that are in the Bible, 
there 1s no one Text more lutable to 
theſe times , thenthis, that I have read 
unto you ; But now God commana. all men 

22 every Where to repent : God hath been 
@ preaching repentance to Ewg/andby the 

Miniltery of his word almolt theſe hun» 
wa = Sag” drcd yearcs; but England hath turned a 
deafe care to Gods preaching, and God is now preaching repen- 
tance, not onely by his word , but by the ſword; ( for the ſword 
hath a voyce as well as the word, 2c. 6:9, And the ſword ſpeaks 
louder then the word ge is riding throughout all England,up- 
on his red and bloody korſe , thundering out repentance to cyery 

Citic, Countrey, Town and Family ; and that which was the lalt 

fpecch of Maſter Bradford, when he was burning at the Stake , is 

now become the yoice, not onely of the Word of God, but of the 

Sword of God , Repent ob England, repent, repent, The Text is 

very /mtable, the Lord make it as profitable, as it is [wtav/e. 

If any ſhall objeR and ay ; That the doftine of rep-ntance 
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2 ASermonpreached tothe Honorable Houſe of Commons, | 
is a doAtrin, that we all know already. I anſwer,if you know this 
dotrine fo well, the more ſhame you praiſe it fo little. You 
know the Story of Chry/oſt-m , tiiat preached mmatiy Sermons to | 
the people of Antioch againſt Swearing, and the people began tov 
be weary of that ſubject; and asked bim , when he world lzave 
preaching again{t { wearing: Hz aoſ wered, When you leave ſwea- 
ring, 1'lz leave preaching againſt ſwearing. Would you have the 
playſter taken away, before the wound be cured ? I conld heartily 
with, that all the godly Miniſters of E:g/and would cotnbine to- ? 
gether, never to leave preaching the 1word-removying , and land- | 
preſerving doArine of repentance, till they had perſwaded allthe | 
people of England to repent, and till God ſhould be pleaſed upon | 
our repentance, for Chrilts ſake, to turne away the judgements 
that arc now upon us. The words themſelves are part of that fa- 
mous Sermon, that Saint Pax did preach to the Athenians , to 
drive them from their old Idolatries, and frperftitions to which 
they and their foretathers had been 1o == addicted. In the 
whole verſe, we have three parts; Hirſt, 4= 

* A deſcriptien of the times, in which their forefathers lived, 
they-wers times of ignorance; But the times of thu 1gnorance: 
No wonder they were Idolaters, for they were ignorant : They 
fate in darknefle and ſaw nolight, and no-wonder for a man in the 
dark to erre and go aſtray. 

a. A deſcription of Gods carriage and behaviour towards thoſe 
times ;- And the times of this ignorance God winkedat. By which 
words you muſt not underſtand,as if God did allow of their Ido- 
latries, bat there is a twofold meaning of thoſe words. 

I. Firit, God winked, that 1s,God did not fo feyerely pumth your 
forctathers that lived in time of ignorance for their Idolatries, as 
he will doe you that live in time of knowledge if you continue in 
theſe courſes. For ignorance doth excaſare 4 tanto, though not 
A toto ; your forefathers knew no better , and therefore were no 
better. But now God will winke nolonger. For we live in times 
of knowledge. And he that knoweth his maſters will and doth it _ 
not, (hall bebeaten with many {tripes. | 

2. Secondly, God wixked at yout forefathers , that 1s, God did 
not care fo mach for them, as he doth for you , God deſpited 
them 3 The word in the Greeke, is ims2:Jvr the fame woes : 
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that is uſed eAs 6, 1. and it ligmihes to ne 
God did negle@ your forefathers and ſuffered Son to gos to hell 
in their Idolatries, but now Cod takes more care of you, for God 
hath ſent me to preach Ieſus Chrilt for your ſalyation ; And there- 
fore it is no excuſe for you toplead the example of your forefa- 
thers, for the times of ignorance God winked at , but now God 
commands you to repent of the (innes your forefathers lived in. 

Here we have a deſcription of the Dutie that God required of 
them, and that God requires of us, and that God requires of all 
men every w here... But noW N od commana.s all me: every where to 
repent ; But now, not now exclufively , but now eminenMy, now 
rather then at another time, now more then at another time ; But 
19, God doth not onely #xtreat, but he doth command; and he 
doth not onely command /omze wen, but he commands all men; and 
not onely 1n {ome places,but every where : But now Grd commanas 
all men every where to repeat. Inthe words thus explained, there 
are five obſervations ; Iihall wave the fit{t fourc , and pitch onely 
upon the lalt ; the tuft 1s, | 


T hat to live impenitently in times of knowledge, # a fin that God nt 


will not winke at ; To be adrunkard, oranadulterer,or an idolater, 
&c.-under the tunesof the Goſpel, isa ſinne that God will never 
beare ; And the times of i7norance Goa Winked at ; But now,&Cc. 

T hat it 1 4 great bleſſing to a nation , for God to ſend the Goſpel 
to auation. And the tunes of ignorance God neglected and de- 
{piſed, but now God hath ſent the Goſpel to you, God takes more 
care of your ſalvation. | 

T hat long preſcription of time for Idolatry aud ſuperſtition, is ng 
good argument 10 maintaine Iaolatry and ſuperſtition, This was 
the argument that the Athenians brought againlt Pals doctrine, 
ver/. 18. Thu man ſeemeth to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange gods, He 
preacheth new dodrine that our Forefathers neyer beard of, end 
therefore we will not hearken to his doctrine. This was the argu- 


ment the Iewes brought againſt Srever and his dotrige , Att 6. . 


14. We have heard him ſay , that thu Teſws ſhall alicr thecuſtemes 
Which Moles delivered #. This is the great argumzat the Papiſts 
uſe to maintaine their Maſle-booke, their adoration of images,and 


the reſt of their lyuperſtitions, In King Edward the {ixtbs dayes, 


when that great Rebellion was in the Welt, the onely argiunent 
| B 2 = that 
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that was brought by the Rebels to uphold their redellion was, be- 
cauſe that King Edward did endeayour to bring in anew way of 
worſhipping of God, which they and their Forefathers did not 
know. And this is the great and onely reaſon, that makes many 
ore and ignorant people tocry down the Parliament ; and for 
this cauſe many thou'ands haye taken up Armes to fight them- 
ſelves into Popery an .Mlavery, And all becauſe they feare the Par- 
liament will take away their old t piſcopall government, their old 
Cathedrall ſervice, their organs, altars, croſlings of their children 
in Baptiſme, and other ſuch like cultomes. For my part, Iam not 
ignorant of what dangerous conſequence it 1s, toalter and change 
x + cuſtomes of a kingdome. And I know the Parliament 1s fo 
wiſe, as that they willnot alter, and the Aſſembly of=Miniſters fo 
judicious,as that they will not adviſe them to alter any cultome in 
the worſhip of God, but upon very grave and weightic conſidera» 
tions. But howloever, this 1s no good argument ; Becauſe I 
bave been accuſtomed tocome to Wellminker to heare the (Or 
gans play, and to heare Cathedrall ſervice ; And becauſe I my ſelf 
was {1gned with the fignof the crofle when I wasbaptized; And 
becauſe 1 have lived all this while under Epiſcopall government, 
therefore I will take up Armes rather then the Parliament all 
make me to worſhip God in any other way then I have been ac» 
cuſtomed. The Text confates this argument. Ana the times of 
this ignorance God Winked at , but now commands all men every 
Where to repent. Former times, were times of 1gnorance,and times 
wherein mens conlciences were oppreſled, and mouthesſtopped 
from ſpeaking. But now the tines are times of Reformation, now 
God hath given greater libertie , and hath ſent a greater light into 
the kingdome. And now God commands all men every where 
to repent. 
T hat the Commandements of Gods CMiniſters, they are Geds 
Cemmandements; God commands all men faith the text ; that 


is, God by me commands; my commandement is Gods Com- 


mandement. Theſe foure Dofrines 1 ſhall not any further med- 
dle withall, but the Doctrine that through the helpe of Almighty 
God I ſhall deſire to infilt upon, is this : | 

That Repentance ts the great ( ommandement of God for theſe 
times; Orthus; That repentance ts The Dutic of thele .dayes; 


Repentance 
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Repentance is the unwum neceſſarium for England ; Repentance is 
the primnm 5 maximum mandatum tor England : Bt now God 
commands ali men every where to repent: And there are two rea- 
{ons, why that God commands Engl4xd to repent noW, rather 
th:never befor-. 

The firſt reaſon is common to Englund with the Athenians. 

The ſecond reafon is proper to England: The tilt reaton,is 
Paxls reaſon : The ſecond reaſon, is Englands realon. 

The firſt reaſon, why Eng/and (hould noW repent, and why this 
duty is noW ſaneceſlary,-is becauſe that zoware the times of the 
Goſpet ; and not onely fo, but times whercin the Goſpel is preach- 
cd with more puritic and power thenever ; and theretore God 
commands us all to repent now, more then ever. And thergare 
diversreaſons, why that they that live under the Goſpel ihould re- 
pent more then other people, and rather thenother people? ; Firlt, 

I. Becauſe Repentance is one of the firſt leflons that the Go- 
{pel teacheth. And therefore John Baptiſt that was a harvtnger 


_ tothe Goſpel, came preaching the docrine of Repentance, and 


laying, Repent, for the kingdome of God is at hand, Mat. 3. 2. And 
the firſt Sermon that Chrilt preached, was a Sermon of Repen- 
tance, CMarth.4.17. From that time Teſus began to preach, and ts 


ſay, Repent, for the kingdome of heaven 1 at hand, And the fhirit 1:1- 


ſon that Peter taught the Jewes, Act, 2,38. was to repent. And 
therefore it is called, Heb.6.1. one of the principles of the dottrine 
of C hriſt : And he mult needs be an arrant dunce in the Schoole of 
the Goſpel, that hath been twenty, thirty, or fourty yearsin the 
Schoole of the Goſpel, and hath not yet 1:arned the ticit leflon of 
the Goſpel. 

2. Becauſe Repentance is not on<ly one of the firſt, but one of 
the chiefeſt leſſons of the Goſpel, For, tor this very end and purpoſe 
Chriſt caine down from heaven,and was made mangthat he might 
preach repentance, as you may read, L1k.5.31. 1cawe not to call 
the righteous, but ſinners torepentance. | 

3. Becauſe Repentance, as it is one of the firſt and chicfelt 
lefons of the Goſpel, fo it is one of the chiefeſt purchaſes and privi- 
leages of the Goſpel. As Chrilt came from heaven to preach re- 
pentance, ſo he ſhed his bloud to purchaſe repentance. And theres 
fore he bids his Diſciples to goc and preach repentance in hu 
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N ame, that is, as Ns purchaſe, Lyuk. 24. 47 Repentance 1s a backs 
Anove to eſcape Gods W rath by, wade up 0) F Chriſts blend, A doore 
that the þ ngelshad of, nor Adarn, till Chriſt had purchaſed it for 
1m. The C Covenant of Works admits riot of it. Repentance 1s 
the proper priviledge of tne Covenant of Grace. 

4. Þe:: auſe Repentance is one of the chicfelt gifts of the Go- 
{pel. For as Chriſt became man to preach repentance, and (hed 
his blond to purch ale rep? ntance ; lo he is alloriſen from the dead, 
and exalted at Gods rig! t hand, to be a Prince and Saviour to giv: 
repent nee to Tſract, and forgiveneſſe of /innes, Adt.5-31. Hence 
I cather, That to be under the Goſpel, and to live 1mpe nitently; 
is to ſin 12 azainlt the carnation of Chriſt, it is toſ{inne again!} 
the o) ako! cd of Chriſt; itis tonne againſt the reſurreRion and 
exaltation Tof Chriſt itis to ſinne againſt the purchaſe ahd dona- 
tion of Chriſt, and againlt the chicfe priviledges of a Chriſtian. 

P ut th -navaine, God requires that you that live under the 
Gofpel, |, that you cſpeclally ſhould repent, more then other na- 
tio: = 2cauſe the Goſpel doth hold forth two powerfull Ar- 
gumcnts and Motives to pertwade you to repent ; ſuch as noo= 
the! Religion can hold forth : The firſt Motive is, 

The conſideration of Gods infinite love to man-kind, in ſend- 
ing Teſus Chriſt to die a curſed death, to fave all that beleeve and 
repent, from hell and damnation : This1sina kind an omnipotent 
Arguinent, to perſwade ain ner tO repentance : #'as Jeſi1s; Chriſt 
crgcified for-me, ana ſhall 1 erucifie him by my Londy vathes and 
blaſþ hemies ? &c, Was the Lord Ieſws Chriſt broken for me, and 
ſat not m heart be broken for my ſinnes againſt him ? this is in- 
ſtar mille of 94 ys There 15 a ſtorie, that when Ca/ar 
was killed 1n the Senate DY Brutits and Caſſins, dntrony the « 2» 
nator tooke tis bloudy Roave, and carried 1itto the Market ſtead, 
and ihewed it tothe rearle ; Bebold(faith he) the bloudy Roabe 
od ng quondam Emperowr, And thereby he did provoke them 
to the revenge of his death. And certainly the contermplation of 
tc Dlogd: lhed of Tefus Chriſt, 1s an unan{werable argument, to 
conſtraine us torepent of our linnes againſt Chriſt : He that would 
repent aright of linne, let him goe to > Mou: it Calyarie, and there 


be ſhall lzarne two lefſons, that no other Religion can teach him : 
Lact ; 
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HMomnnt Calvarie will teach him, that God 1s ſo difpleaſed with 1. 
finne, that nothing but the death of a God conld ſatisfie the Wrath of 
God for ſinne, 
Aeunt Calvarie will texch him, that all that Chriſt did there 2. 
ſuffer, uſt be ſuftered by In toall eternity ,it he doth not repent, 
This is an omppdtent argument, if God makes it effeAuall. 
- But beſides this motive, the Goſpel holds forth as in a clearc 
ghafſe a ſecond motive ; which is, 
- The conſideration of the cternall fndgenent: This is an Argument 7/-:ive 2. 
that Paw brings in the verle after my Text, Bat now God com- 
mand: all men to repent, becanſe he hath appointed a day, Wherein he 
will indge the world in righteouſneſſe, by that man whom he hath or - 
daived, &c. There will come a terrible day of judgement : and 
m that day, if there be any one {mne wmrepented cf, the devils 
(hall aſſoone be laved as you. This ts a mightie Argument to pers 
ſwade you to repentance ; The leaſt fine will damne you in 
that day without repentance ; the greateſt ſinne cannot hurt you 
in that day if you repent. | 
But beſides thefe Motives, the,Gofpel doth alfo afford two Reaſon 6. 
great Hel 5eg to worke repentance, which no other Religion can | 
afford ; and therefore we that live under the Goſpel, we maſtze- 
pent rather then others : The Goſpel aftords the h: lp of K now 
ledge, and the help of Grace : Firlt, T's 
* 1. The Goſpel affords the help of Knowledge; tor God hath The rſt halve 
promiſed that inthe times of the Goſpel, all men hall know hin 
from the leaſt to the greateſt : we that live under the Goſpel, know 
that Drunkentiefle, and Adultery, and Swearing, are the Wore: 
of hell, and Will bring to hell; we know this, and therefore thouzh 
God-winked at the-rimes of ignorance, Ged will not winke at 
us if we be guilty of theſe ſmnes; We that live under the Goſpel , 
know that the worſhip of God, the mort fpitituall it is, the more 
beantifu}} it is in the ezes of God who is a Spirit. And that the ont- 
ward pompe cf Gods {ervice 1s an attire more hit for the Whore 
of Babylon, then for the mode(t Spouſe of Chriit. And that NMu- 
licke m (5049 ſervice, though it may pleatc the eares of men, yet * 
it isunpleafing m the cares of God: And that the beſt Muficke 
that willpleaie God, is the ighes and groanes of ableeding heart 
for fine. This we all know : And therefore God will not winke 
| af 
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at our Superſtition : The times of ignorance God winked at, but 
now tnder the Goſpel be cals you all to repent : For we know that 
Repentances as neceſſarie as heaven : And thatit 1s one of the firſt 
principles of the Dotines of Chriſt, Heb. 6. 1,2. And that it is 
one of the /ita/{ parts of a Chriſtian, without which a Chriſtian 
isbut a Carkaſſe of a Chriſtian : As the foule 1s neceſlary to the 
life of the body, ſo repentance is neceflaric to the life of a Chri- 
ſtian; it is as the very ſoul of a Chriſtian: a Chriſtian is no true 
Chriſtian without it. We know this : And therefore God will 
not winke at animpenitent ſinner in theſe dayes: We know that 
there are but two wayes to heaven ; either by Tnnocencie, or by 
Tenitencie ; And he that will look to goe to heaven by Innocency, 
mult find aladder by himſelfe, toclimbe to heaven by :” There is 
no way to heaven ſince the fall of Adam, but by repentance : And 
therefore Tertaltian faith, he was mulls res natus nift penitentie, 
borre tor nothing elle but to repent : This we all know; and 
therefore not to repent now, is a {inne that God will never ſuffer. 
Be!iides this, | 

2. We bave the help of Gods Spirit, for the Miniſtery of the 
-- Golpel, is the Miniſtery of the Spirit ; and God hath promiſed to 
poure out his Spirit upon all fleſh in the timesof the Goſpel : And 
therefore God lookes we ſhould be more fpirituallin his worſhip 
then the /ewes were: And not torepent under the Goſpel ; is not 
onely toſinne againſt the 17mfter, but it is to ſinne againſt the 
Spirit of God, Now the fumme of all the firſt Argument is this : 
That he that lives under the Goſpel, and liyes impemtently, fins 
againſt the Birth, Death, Reſurrection, and Exaltation of Teſs 
( briſt : (ins againſt the greateſt arguments, that God can uſe, to 
pertwade him torepent ; {ins agaialt the greateſt helps that God 
can attord him torepent; He is a finnerlett without all excuſe ; 
He is a Monſter in Chriſtianmtie ; And the hotteſt: place in hellis 
toocold for him. All this is Pauls reaſon, and it is common to us 
with the Athenians. — ANTE 

But now give me leaye to ſet before you Englanas reaſon, why 
God would haye us now eſpecially to repent : -A reaſon proper 
to England, in regard of the fad condition that England 1s now in. 
And the reaſon is this: Becanſc theſe arc times of Warre and 
$1;udſned, thu i the day of Jacobs trouble : And therefore God 


doth 
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doth eſpecially call forrepentance in theſe dayes : This appears, 
Toel 2. 12. Therefore alſo now (ſaith the Lord) twrne wnto me, 
ſpeaking of timesof famine, (as ſome thinke) or times of warre, 
(as others thinke)) therefore, now turne unto me with all your 
hearts, with faſting, weeping, and with mourning. 

And there are foure Reafons that England Joth preſent before Foure Reaſons 
you, why that theſe miſerable times ſhould perſwade you to re. why we ſhould 
pentance , more theneyer before ; The firſt is, a __ 

Becauſe God doth now uſe ſuch an Argument to perſwade us .,.4 b1oud- 

to Repentance, the like to which he never yet did ufo , fince ſhed, more 
England was England: Gods Argument is this ; Repent, O ye thenat other 
Lords ana Commons, or elſe Ile give yow ovey to Beggery : Repent, "<5 
or elſe I le give you over to Popery ; I le give you over to ſlaverie Reaſon I. 
Repent, or elſe 1'le plunder your houſes ; Ile give up your wives and 
daughters to be aefloWred ; Repent, or cile I'lz burne your Cities ; 
Repent, orelle I'le remove the Goſpel from you, And not to re 
nt, when GoJ uſes ſuch Arguments, is a inne that God will 
Fardly pardon ; as you: ſhall read in the 22. of 1/aiah 12,1 3,14. 
In that day the Lord called for weeping, and mourning,(ipeaking 
of a time of Warre)- and baldnefle, and fackcloth, &c. But be= 
hold, Joy, and ſlaying of Oxen, &c. and it Was reveaied in mine 
eares, ©. Surcly this iniquitic (hall not be purged trom yoa, till 
ye dic ; that 1s, 1t ſhall hardly ever be pardoned. And then ſc- 
condly, 
Becauſe God hath now taken away all thole Hinderances and Reaſon 2. 

Impediments, that did heretofore lic in your way to hinder you 

P from repentance ; and theretore now God eſpecially calls you to. 

repentance : There are five ObſtruRions that hinder many from 

repentance ; The hope of long life; Inconſideration;the Patience and 

long-ſuffering of God ; the Abundance of flattering Preachers ; and 

the abundance of Wealth, Proſperitie, Iolitie, and Feaſting, &c. 

Now God hath taken away all theſe lmpediments. 

The firſt Impedument is the hope of Long life. This isa mighty j;,. linpedi- 
Giant to hinder mok people from tpecdy repentance ; every man ments which 
thinkes he may live one day longer, and theretore every man de» did formerly 
ferres his repentatice one day longer. But now God hath remo- Finder many 
ved this (tumbling-block. There is no mancan bope for long life Ones + 
now. Theſe are killing dayes. Thele are dying dayes. Theſe 

C. 
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dayes Wherein every man ſhould carry hu life in by hand, and the 
grace of repentance im bu heart : It is a ſigneof an Atheiſt, not to 
repent now. 
3 Alſecond Impediment is Inconſideration, And therefore it is 
ſaid expreſſely, Jer. 8. 6. I hearkened and heard, bnt they ſþake not 
aright : ns man repemed him of hi Wickedn: (ſe, ſaying, What have I 
done ? For did atinner ſeriouſly conſider the unexpreſſible woe 
and miſerie he brings upon; himlelfe by not repenting ; what a fad 
condition it is tobe eternall fuell toeverlaſting fire, and tobe de- 
prived of the beatiticall viſion. Did he further conſider the good- 
neſie and kinenefle of God towards him every day, notwith=- 
ſtanding bis daily proyocations, and what an unkindnefle 1t 1s to 
ſinac again(t {uch a God. Did he conſider the affronts and indig- 
nities that are offered to God by fmners. And allo. the ineffa- 
ble loye of Icfus Chrilt towards bim, in dying a curſed death to 
free him trom hell and damnation. And did he ſeriouſly, and con- 
(cientioully dwellupon theſe thoughts, this would (through Gods 
aſIn{tance) quickly wind up his {oule toaright Repentance. But 
theic truths lye like a ſealed Letter, like a Treaſare lockt np, like 
fire unaer the embers ; without any uſe or benefit for want of Con- 
frideration, And therefore David ſaith, P/al. 119. So I confidered 
my wates, and turned my feet unto thy teſtimonies. And Peter, 
when. he rewxmbred Chrifts fpeech, and had weighed it, asthe 
word [ignitieth ; he went out and wept bitterly, Mark.11.72. Bat 
our God hath takgn away this impediment in a. great meaſure. 
Non people have time and leafure to fearch and try their wats. | 
And thisis the proper batinefle of tuch times,,Eccleſ, 7.14. In the >| 
day of aaver ſitve conſider : When the Prodigall Child was in great 
diltrefle, then he came to h1m[elfeand repented, Luk. 15.17, And 
Solomon prayeth, That it the people of Ifracl jn their captivi- 
tic ſhould ber/nnke themſelves and repent, c, 1 King.$.47. Theſe 
are times wherem God doth in an eſpecial manner call upon ns to 
conlider ſeriouſly of tae anger of God againlt England, and what 
thoſe {innes are which haye provoked him to anger. And tore- 
pent of thoſe ſinnes. And we baye time and leature thus 
to doe. 
The third Impediment, is the Patience ana longeſufferance of 
Goa, As the Sunne hardens the Clay, fo doth the goodnefſe of 


God 
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God harden a wicked man in his ſinnes, Eccle/. 8. 11, but now 
God hath taken away this impediment. For now the patience of 
God is atan end, Now the heavie wrath of God lies upon Eng- 
land : now the Axe 1s laid at thevery root of thetree ; God hath 
beene holding up his Axe many yeares againlt Z»g/and, but now 
Godis hewing downe the Tree of Englandat the very rootes : Tt 
is high time now we ſhould begin to repent. 
A fonrth Impediment,is the abundance of flattering Preachers, + 
(to which you have beene accuſtomed I feare in this place too 
much hceretofore ) that have preached Peace, Peace, and have 
ftrengthened the hands of wicked men in their ſunes, by promifing 
them life, Ezck.1 3.12. But now (by the helpe of you Right Ho- 
nourable; tor which we blefle God) God hath (in a great part) 
removed all theſe flattering Teachers ; And now the Doctrine of 
Repentance is preached with power, and in the demonſration 
of Gods Spirit : And therefore now eſpecially, God cals you to 
repent. | 
A fifth Impediment 1s the abunadaxce of wealth, eaſe, rowialitie, = 

and profperitie, Theſe arc mightic Goliahs to hinder men from 
repentance. Proſperitic is apt to make a manſcecure, proud, for 
getfull of God, impatient of reproofe. Fer.22.2 1. 7 ſpake nnto thee 

 tuthy proſperitie, but thou ſaidſt,l will not keare, &c. When Teſuru 
waxed far, he kicked, ec. Deut-32.13:. The Oxen that goc mthe 
fattoſt paſture, ſoonelt come to the ſlaughter-houſe, -But now 
God bath taken away your proſperitic, your wealth, and your jo- 

| vialitic. Theſe are times of aftiction ; theſe are fit times for hn- 

>-j 1 miliation , and repentance, and weeping, and mourmng : And 

therefore now you have no exculc, if you doe not repent, 

The third Reaſon why Zng/ana (hould repent now, more then p;,,,,1, ,;., 
at other times, is; Becaulc that repentance is the oxcly way tOre- Rcoaton, why 
moye the man-deyounng, and Land-deyouring judgement that ſhe thould re- - 
SNOW upon us : I ſay, it is the Oncly way, for ſo faith Chriſt, 76a ny More 
Lat, 13.5. Except ye repent, ye /vadl all periſh, And ſo faith Chrilt . - rig — 
alſo, Revel. 2.5.16. 21.22. So allo faith Aoſes, Lewit, 26.14. 179, 

Demi. 28.15.25. Which Texts have a Morall cquitic, and doe fet 
out the unchanzcable will.of God to the end of the world. So al- 
{o ſaith David, Pſat. 7.12. : 

Deth not God many times remove the judeement of the ©4:ef, 

| CE Sweird, 


i2 **- A Sermon preacheato the Honcrable Houſe of Commons, 


— 


Arſw.1. 


Anſv.2. 


 S(w-3. 


Sword, or of the Plague, &c. from a Nation when that Nation 
doth not repent ? Hath not God many times removed the Plague 
from the Citic of London when Loxaon hath not repented of her 
iniquities ? 

To this ObjectionI anſwer three wayes. 

Firſt, It 1sone thing for God toremove his Anger from a Na- 
tion, another thing for God to remove his [udgements from a Na- 

tion. God never removes his anger till a nationrepenteth ; but 
God doth ſometimes remove a judgement, when the ſinnes that 
cauſcd it are not removed. But when God doth ſo, Thi very re- 
moving bu iudgements ts a great indgement, For as it is a great pu- 
niſhment for God not to puniſh a ſinner inthis life, but to reſerve 
him for hell; as you may read, Hoſ.4.14. Soit is alſo 4 great pu- 
»/hment for God ſometimes to remove a puniſhment : as 18 plaine, 
Ifa.1.5. hy ſhould ye be ſtricken any more ? ye will revolt more and 
more, Gc, Thatis, Why ſhould I be fo mercifull unto you, jas to 
puniſhyou? As 1t1sa great mercy for God to puniſh a ſinnerin 
this life,according to that ſaying; Mſericordie eſt aliqnando ſubtra- 
here miſericoraiam : So it is a great affliction for God to take away 
the Sword, Famine, or the Plague, and reſerve men for hell and 
damnation. As God ſometimes giyes mercics 1n anger ; (as he 
did Quailes to the 1/raelites) Num multa concedit Deus tratus, 
que negat placatus : So he ſometimes takes away judgements in 
anger. 

Secondly, I anſwer, That God may upon the prayers of his 
people, and upon the outward humiliation of the wicked remove 
a judgement : but then this is but a rewsporarie removall. It is ra- 
ther a proroguing, then a removing of the indg:ment. For if the 
ſinnes that brought the judgement be not truly repented on,ruine 
and defirution will come at lalt. Ahab was at lalt deſtroyed, 
and ſo were the Sodemites; and fo was the old World, though 
reprieved tor a while. For except ye repent, ye hal all likewiſe 
periſh, faith Chriſt : They ſhall periſh ſooner or later. And fo the 
Tewes did fourtie yeares after, to whom Chrilt then ſpake. 4 


ſinner of an hunared yeares old ſhall be accurſed;lia. 65. 20. And 1o. 


alſo Eccl.8.,12,1 3. 1/a. 3-11: + 
Thirdly, I anſwer. When a judgement is removed, and the 
{nnes that procured it not removed, it is rather changed, then re» 
| : moved. 
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moved, If God love thee, he will change it into another corporall 
affition. But if he intends to deſtroy thee , he will take it 
off thy body, and inflict it upon thy ſoxle. He will give thee up to 
hardnefle of heart, as he did Pharaoh. He will take the Plague off 
thy body, and ſuffer the plagne of finne to increaſe in thy loule ; 
which is not to cure, but to change the judgement for thy eyer- 
laſting ruinz. This God doth as a juſt iudge. But that which 
this third Reaſon holds forth is this. That tnere i no way to 86- 
taine a totall and bl: (ſed removeall of thu Lana-d: vouring indge- 
ment but by repentance, | 

The fourth Reaſon, why England ſhould repent now more Reaſon 4, 
then at another time, and rather then at another time, is, 

Foutthly, Becauſe Repentance 14 a moſt certaine and an infalli» Englands 
ble way to remove the great plague of ( vill warre that 1s now upon _ Reaſon, 
the K ingdome. Miſtake me not. 1 doe not fay, God will remove =i<Bos —_ 
the bloudy Sword for our Kepentaxce. But this I ſay, God will more then ar 
not remoye it without Repentance : and upon our repentance he another time, 
will remove it. Though Repentance be not cauſa propter quod'; 
yet it 1s caſa ſine qua non. It isnot the cauſe for which, but the 
cauſe without which God will not doe it- And not onely to, but 
_ repentance 1s allo cauſa removens prohibens, Repentance re- 
moves thoſe (innes that doe hinder a Nation trom deliverance ; 
and in this ſenſc 15a cauſe of our deliverance. Repentance 1s the 
qualification of that Nation which (od intends topreſerye. 

Will you ſecure us, that God will heale the nation if it repents? Obzect, 

If the Repentance of England be nationall and ſincere, there is 11/w. 
no doubt of it, For we have three Texts that ſpeake thus much in 
plaine termes. Jer. 18. 7, $. 2 {hron. 7.14. Levit. 26. 49, 41, 
43, &c- Theſe Texts are the Charter of heaven, to prove that 
| Repentance, if it be ſincere and »ationall,is an infallible way to aye 
a nation from ruine, 

W hat anſwer you to that Text, 2 Kings 23, 26. where it is Obie, 
ſaid ; That norwithſtanding the Reformation in \oſiah's dayes, the 
Lord turned not from the fierceneſſe of hus great wrath, &c. becauſe 
of all the provecations that Manaſſeh had provoked him withall. 

I briefly anfwer three things. | 

Furſt, Tnat the repenrance that was in 7o/rah's time, was the Re- 1/1, 
pentance of [ofiab and ſome tew other, bat it was not oa | 
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And therefore you may oblerve, that it is punCtually ſaid,almoſt in 
every verſe of the 2 Kings-23. That Torah put down the 1dola- 
trous Prieſts, and Tofiah a: filed T ophet and read the law,&c. There 
i5no mention made of the voluntary concurrence of his Princes 
and people. as is exprefiely mentioned in the Reformation of He- 
zekiah, 2 Chron. 30. 14,15 ,16. 33-27. &C. 2 { br07. 31, 1. And 
it is worth the noting, that whereas 7oſia/ began to reigne when 

1c was eight yeares old, 2 (hron:34. 1. it isfaid, that in the eaght 
Jeare « f. Ls re gue X he began to ſeeke ajter the Goa of David hu fas 
ther, 2 Chron,z4. 3. But yet it was foure yeares after, before he 
vegan to ſet upon the worke of Reformation, 2 Chron. 34. 3. and 
it was ten yearcs after,before the booke of the law was found, as 
appears, 2 { hrex.34.-8. which wasa tign that in his firit eightecne 
yeares there was but little retormation , and therefore no doubt 
he met with great oppoſition from his people , which is an argue 
ment that/the repentance was not natural. 

. Secondly, But ſuppoſe it was nationall, yet it is certaine it was 
not fincere,as appeares plainly, /er.3.10. ( tor feremze prophecicd 
ine/rab's dayes) andalſo 2 Chron. 34, 32. where it 15 fatd ; That 
[o/i45 cauſed the people to ſtand to the Covenant they had made, 
which implycth a kinde of forcing them to it. 

But Thirdly, T anſwer ; That this Repentance of what nature 
{oever it was, it did turne away the judgementsof. God, for the 
preſent,trom vaahand it did keepe them from ruine, As long as 
l[sjahlived , andaslong as the people continued in his Reftormas : 
tion, ſolong they were preſerved. But after Je/ia/'s death wicked 
Kings aroſe, and the people forſooke the Lord, and theretare God 
was torced to deſtroy them. For this fee-2 Chron. 34.33. 2 Chron, 
36,14,17,8&c. So that it 1s plaine notwithl(tanding this objection, 
that Repentance 1s an infallible way to remove Englanas mulery 
if it be nationall, &c. 

But ſuppoſe the nation ſhould not repent , what good will my 
perſonall repentance doe to the nation, or to my felte ? 

Mnch good every manner of way ; for , firlt, Perſonall rc» 
pentance, if right , will a/Wayes ſave thy ſoule from hell. Exek. 
18.30,31,32. | 

Secondely,It will tor the molt part ſave thy boay alſo fromrume, 
cyenthen when God is delttroying the nation wherein thou - 
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E Ich. 14. 14 | Eſpecially, if there be foure qualifications found in 
thees hr{t,1f them beeſt one of thoſe that mourne for the abominattons 
that are committedin the land; Ezek 9.4. lecondly , If rhon beef 
one of thoſe that art vexed with the unrighteous converſation of 
thoſe with whom thou liveſt. 2 Pet, 2, 7, 8. Thirdly, 1/ thow beeſt 
owe of thoſe that keepeſt thy ſelfe pare from thoſe ſinnes for Which 
God aeſtrojerh the nation in Which thou liveſt, Gen. 6, 9. Fourthly, 
If thou beeſt one of thoſe that appeare for God in fonfull tines , thes 
God will appeave for thy deliverance in deftreying times. Icr. 39.17, 
18. And for tis very reaton did God deliver /cremy bimielte, 
and gave him his hfe for a prey. But becaute Gods people many 

timesare aſhamed of Gods caule in evill daycs , and becauſe they 

doe not keepe themſelves unſpotted from the ſmnes of the tunes 
and becauſe they are not vexed and doe not mourne tor the abo- 
minationsof the land wherein they live, hence it 1s that they are 
many times inyolyed in the out ward cala;nitic that talles apon the 
nation. 

Thirdly, Perfonall repentance will fometime 1tave a whole na- 
tion, as We may read inthe example of Mr/es, #/bo often flood : ” 
the pap to trrne away the wrath of God from the people of 1/ract. 
P/al. 106.23, And the Prophet Jeremy, bids us Ren ye to "and fro, 
&&c. and it Je can finde a man, if there be any that executeth inſtice, 
that ſechketh the truth, and I will pardon it. Ier.5. 1+ Thisalko we 
read, Ezck: 32.30. Eccl. 9.14,14. If there had been ten Wheat gares 
in Sodom, God would bave [pared all the chaff: for their ſakes, Gon. 
18, 32. 

Fourthly, Perſonal repentance, thongh it doth not alwaies pre- 
ferwe thee trom a temporall judgement , yet it alwaics /an:fretk 
atemporall jadgement, andturneth it intoa bleſſing. It takes a- 
way the c«7/e and the poiton of a judgement. And though the 
afftlidion be not boxwm int {clte,yet it thall turn to thee 1» "is ”, 
As the faine fiaile falles upon the corme and ch. iffe, but for afferent 
ens, the one to be bur ut , the otber to be lard up 17 the 3-958 : So he 
[ame dndgerment that ts an utter Yuine to 4% impenitent funner”, ſhall 
be for the benefit and happmeſſe of 4 repenting ſrnner, as iS cxccllent- 
ly fet out by the parable of the good and bad tigs, Jer. 24. 5 , 6,78, 
9, 10. Ina word, There are toure kinde of Arkes that God pro- 


vides for his children in times of publique calamities ; and one of 
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theſe foure eArkes God will provide for thee if thourepenteſt. 
Firſt, Either he will provide an Arke of prevention by death before 
the calamitie comes. Efaiah 57. 1. Thou ſhaltreſt in the graye as 
in thy Arke ; and fhalt not ſee the evill that is coming upon the 
nation. And thy very duſt will be precious in Gods fight, For 
{ briſt cannot be perfet& without it, Eph. 1.23. Or ſecondly,he will 
provide an Arke of deliverance and preſervation from the indge- 
ment when it comes, as he did to Noah, Lot, Jeremy, and will doe 
to thee alſo it thou halt the foure qualifications forementioned. 
Or thirdly , an Arke of ſupportation unaer the inmdgement, and (an- 
fification of the indgement. Or fourthly, an Arke of ſalvation by 
the indgement, It is but winking (as the Martyr faid) ana then halt 
be in heaven preſently. 

This is all I ſhall ſay for the explication. Onely I ſhall make 
bold to put you in minde of an Ordinance of Parliament made by 
you, Feb. 15. 1643. In which pious and religious Ordinaxce,you 
call upon the whole Kingdome to praftiſe that which I preach 
before you this day. And you therein ſay. That Repenrance #5 the 
onely Remedy to turne aWay G ods indgements. And that it is an ex- 
cellent remedy, a ſucceſſefull remedy andan «nfailing remedy. Theſe 
are your own expreſſions. | ſhall therefore take the point for 
granted, and having ſpent ſo much time in the explication, I ſhall 
now proceed to the application. 

It Repentance be tne #nnum neceſ[arium tor England; if itbe 
the great Commandement ; Here 1s a blacke bill of inditment a- 
gainlt all thoſe that live 1mpenitently even #2 theſe dayes. That 
{weare and will ſweare evey in theſe dayes That are orunkards, 
and adulterers, and will be ſo even in theſe dayes, That loye their 
old ſuperſtitious praiſes 2s much as ever, That willingly »eg left 
holy duties, or performe them neg!igently,even in theſe bloody daies. 
Ina word, 1 hat live in any one known "= without Repentance. 
I beſeech all ſuch (as a Miniſter of God ) to hearken to the evill of 

their condition. 

Not to rep-nt at any time is adamnable ſinne. And indeed 
there 1sno ſinne properly damnes any man, but the want of faith 
and repentance. The /inne againſt the holy Ghoſt, is therefore one- 
ly wnpardonable, becauſe God hath threatned never to give repen= 
tance to the man that commut# it. Heb. 6. 4; 1t isnot the falling in- 
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to the water drownes any man, but the lying in the water z So it 
Is not the fa4ing into ſinne that damnes any man, but the /ying in 
finne without repentance. 

Not torepent at any time, is ſo damnable a ſinne, that Auſtix 
thinkes that the ſine againſt the Holy Ghoſt isnothing ole but 
finals 1mpenitentia, Which though I conceive to be an crrour, 
yet I know this to be a truth ; That no finne damves any mun, to 
which fizals impunitentia 1s not an adinnt?t. 

-But not to repent 1w /#ch times as theſe are, is a ſinne that hath 
a double aggravationupon it to make it exceeding finfull, 

For firlt, theſe times are times of the Goſpe/, times of knoWw- 
ledge, times of the Spiriz. And though God winks at the times 
of 1gnorance, yet he will not winke now. To finne againſt the 
Goſpel is a greater finne then to ſinne againſt the Law, Heb, 10. 
28, 29. For he that (ins againſt the Goſpel, fins againſt more mercy 
then he that. fins againit the Zaw. And Goſpel finnes will bring 
Goſpel curſes, which are greater then Legall carſes, It any man 
{inne againſt the Law, be hath the Goſpel to fly unto; but if hz 
Gnne againſt the Goſpel, what (hall he then fly unto? The Curſe 
of the Goſpel, is Anathema Maranatha. Not to repent now, is 
to linn= againſt the provileage of the Covenant of Grace ; againlt 
the purchaſe and donation of Chriſt ; againſt the incarnation , 
death, reſurreation, and exaltation of leſus Chriſt ; as I ſhewed 
before. Nabi 

And ſecondly, Theſe times are times of aftiition ; and not 
onely fo, but times wherein God aftiiteth us with the foreſt of 
his judgements. And therefore not to repent in theſe dayes, is not 

onely a ſoule-deſtr2ying, but a Lana-deſtroying ſinne. It is aligne 
thou /oveſt neither Wife, nor child; nor howſes, nor lands, nor ſoule, 
nor body. For there is no way to preſerve all theſe from ruine, 
but by repentarcce. | 

Not to repent ſach times as theſe are, is to harden our hearts 


above the hardneſſe of a Fe. We have a Proverbe, As hard 


hearted as a Jew, A ſinner 1mpenitent under aftiiction, is more 
hard-hearted. For the Iews fought God diligently,- and carly ; 
and with great weeping and mourning in their atfliction, Ho. 5. 
15: P/al.58 34. 15am.7.6 - 

Not to repent in ſuch dayes as theſe, is tobe worſer then the 


D very 


os: 27 


— 


A Sermon preached to the Honarable Houſe of Commons, 


very Heathen ; for not onely the heathen Nimvites, but the heae 
then Marinersin a ſtorme, every man cried to their God. Now 
Mariners, ordinarily, are the worlt of men. Not to repent 5m 
theſe ſad dayer , 15 to harden our hearts aboye the bardnefſlc of 
rocks; 23 you ſhall ſee in the fifth of /eremsi-, and the third verſ. 1 
have corretied them, and th:y bave not am:nded, Ce. they bave 
bur aned their faces, above the hardrefſe of rocks ; as it he thould 
have faid, If their h:arts were not harder then rocks, in times of 
affliction they would have repented. 
Not to repent in theſe dayes, is the brand of « Reprobate : 
2 Chron 28. 23. It is moſt cimphatically exprefied, 4nd is the 
time of this diſtreſſe be aid rreſpaſſe yet more againſt the Lord. Thu 
ts that King Abz. It 18a brand for cycr him. And yet not- 
withftznding all this, where ſhall we find a penitent {inner ? It 
i5an calic matter to find a ſinner, but where (hall we find a peni- 
tent ſinner, even i» theſe dajes ? | beſeech you tell me, What jane 
have you keft ſince theſe Warres began? Arc you not as prondas c= 
ver? arc you not as cevetors ? are you not as vame in your fa- 
flions? as 24/4 m your courſes as Ever ? What finne beve you left 
fence you tooke your Covenant, and ſwore to reforme your leves * 
This 15 aday wherein you muſt ſearch your hearts; I beſcech you 
now in the preſence of God, returne me an anſwer. May not 
God fay, as 1t 1sin the cight of Jeremiah and the ſixth; I have 
hearkenea and heard,Cc. and no man repented him of hu wickedneſſe, 
{aying, What have I done ? No man repents. Doe you Noblc- 
men, yon Gentkemen, you common people, doc you repent ? 
Can the Lord heare you repent ? He hearkens, he ftands at your 
doores, to liſt cn Whether you repest. May not Teſms (brift wpbraid 
the Parliament of England, and the people of England, as he doth 
the x; to of the TeWwves, inthe 11. of Matthew, and the 20, Thew 
leſs began to upbraid toe Cities, wherein he had wrought many 
miracles, becauſe they repemed not ?{ donot come here to wpbraid = 
any man, but my Lord and Maſter Iefys Chriſt doth ard you, 
ſoever you rc, for whom God hath wroaght ſuch mighty 
wonders, as he hath done for this Par{ament, if you doe not re- 
pent. The #rrarhis (And oh thatI could fpeake it, and you hearce 
it with grief of heart) we are now come to that paſſe,that 


, many 
mecn begin to/#ery to hear a Sermon of Repentance, It tz afign,fay 
ſome; 
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ſome, the Miniſter hath been idle that weeke, or that his Rocke 
is ſpent, when he comes to preachof ſuch acommon Theame as 
Repentance : Men begin now to have itching carcs, to hearken 
after new and »nknowne truths , which for the moſt part doe 
prove to be old errowrs, And that which is yet avore /ad, many 
godly people in Citic and Countrey that were wont in their pri- 
vate meetings, to diſcourſc about repentance, and how they ſhould 
doe to get a broken heart for ſine, and how they ſhould doe to 
pet poWer dver their evill lives : Now all their diſcomle is of this 
opinion, or that opinion, in ſo much that unleſle God be yery mer- 
cifull to ns, we are come to that paſſe, that we ſhall qrnck/y di- 
mute away all oxy repentance, and all or faith - and ye ſhall quickly 
difpnte our ſelves ont of our godlineſſe, and owe of onr Reti 749m, And 
that which is yet more ſad, Are there not ſome that preach againk 
humiliation? and that tell us, that Surmiliation u but a back-doore 
to heaven : and « back doore to C briſt * Are there not forme that 
tell us, that Repentance is a legall Grace? (whereas I proved unto 
you even now, that it is the very proper Grare of the Goſpel ; and 
the proper purchaſe of Chrifts bloud ) Are there not ſome that 
teach, that God ſees no rune in bu ele children ; and that the very 
6:1np of their ſmncs is abo/ifhed out of Gods fight ? And that God 
% never aiſþ leaſed with hu people, theugh they fall into aadtery, or 
any other ſinne : no, not with a Fatherly diſpleaſure. And that God 
wever chaſtiſeth hu people for any ſinne : no, not with a Fatherly 
chaſftiſement > And that an wnvelerwing and an impenitent ſinner 15 
a altwally pardoned in Gods fight of all bu: ſinnes, as be us sf be be- 
leeves and repenmts ? And doe not ſome of theſe now begin to 
'prieve, that they have grieved ſo mnch for their ſinner ? And that 
which is ſaddeſt of all : are there not multitades of people, even 
\ inthe Cr1ie of Londen (1 Citic fo well inſtruted) carried away 
with theſe grace=d:ftroying, and Land-d:ftroying Opinions ? Traly 
theſe are black. ſigner, that God intendeth to bring the Clowd of 
Blond London-ward: And that God intends that Londen ſhould 
erinke of the Cup of Blond, becauſe London is fo ready to be i 
fected with the Cnp of Errors ; and the Cap of grace-deftroymp 
Opizions. And for my part, 1 am more afraidot this Cp, then of 
the other ; more afraid of theſe diviſions, then of the Power and 
frength of the enemie ; for he grows ltrong by theſe Es I30 
D 2 : 
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Lord give #5 hearts to lay theſe things to heart | and the Lord give 
| ' us hearts to repent of theſe {innes ! 
7) le 2, If this be the great C 9mmanaement of God to England, that 
| Englana (ſhould woW repent , now rath:r then ever : 20W more 
then ever : I beſecch you let usall ſulcrive to the Obeazzkce of this 
Text ; and let this Commandement be written this day inevery 
one of our hearts. Oh that the Word of Goa, and the Sword of God, 
might preach this dofrine againe and agathie ; and oh that the 
Lord would make it to take deepe 1mpreſlton in every one of our 
foules | Remember the Motives : Thele are the rimes of the Go- 
ſþel, wherein God holds forth ſuch arguments to move us to repen- 
tance, Which 0 other Religion car hold forth arguments drawne 
ow the incarnation of Chriſt, from the reſurretftion of the dead, 
and the day of indgement. Thee are times of Knowledge ; thei aro 
t498e's of the $ pirut : Theſe arc tes of Blond now G od thunder s 
from beaven : now God preſents you with a terrible Argument 
to moye you to repentance : New God hath tuken aWay all your 
Hinderances, that did hinder you from repentance, And there # no 
Way to remove the man-devouring (word, but by repentaxce ; and 
repentance u an infatiibie way. Theſe are the Motivesz-and Mo- 
tives ſufficient to make the very ſtones in the Church to repent, if 
they had a capacitic to doe it : ſufficient to make the Devils in 
hell to repent, if they had had the happinefle to have beene put in- 
to a polſibilitic of ſalvation upon their repentance : But the Devils 
arc not ſo happy. For the trath is ; Repentance is not onely a dxey, 
but a bappineſſe. It is a happinefſe that there is ſucha gate as re- 
pentance to get into heaven by. Chriſt Teſus (hed his -bloud (as 1 
told you) to make this doore. The Devils have no ſuch deere, And 
it is a happixeſſe allo, that God will for Chrilts fake accept of a (in» 
ner upon his repentance. It is in valne in CAans Comrt for a Mur- 
derer or a Thiefe to plead his repentance « But it isnot ſoin Gods 
{onrt. Blefi:d be God that after our fipwrackby Adam, there is 
ſuch a planke as repentance for a poore inner to ſwim to heaves 
»pon! And this is another mighty Argument to perſwade you 
to repent. He that refuſeth to repent, refuſeth to be happy. 
All fores. of But now give me leave to draw downe this Doctrine to all 
men are to forts of people, according to the words of my Text : But now 
xePcnt. God 
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God commandeth a/! men, every Where to repent. Firlt, All mens 
And then,every where, All men, 

1. Repentance it is not onely a garment for poore men to put 5. 0 oreat 
en, but Goa cals the Rich meu of the world to repent ; God cals the yen, 
Great men of the World to repentance. Say unto the King and 
Lmecne, humble your ſelves: And oh that God would ipeake 
that word tothe King and 2 nueenc this day ; that the Lard would 
command them to repent; Great anaſſeh he was a great ſin- 
er,and did greatly humble himſelfe, 2 Chron 33.12. And the great 
King of N ineveh put on ſackcloth, and humbvl:d himſelf,he and bus * 

Nobles : David King of 1/rael made his very bed toſwim with 
tearcs for his ſinnes. Great men, (1nne againlt 4 God'that 1s greater 
then they : And Great men mult appeare before the grear God, 
at the grear Day of Indgement. There is a great day of judge- 
ment ; a terrible day of judgement, wherein the great men of the 
worla, and the Kings of the earth, and the rich men, and the mightie 
men ſhall deſire for the mountaines ts cover them, ana to hide them 
from the Wrath of the Lambe, Revel.6.15,16,17- Great men doc 
more hurt oy their ſins then others,and theretore God will puni/b 
them more then others; and therefore they arc to repent more 
then others: Porentes potenter torqueountur, The truth is, Hel 
is provided on purpoſe for great men ; I meane, ſuch-as are grea- 
ter in {inne then in greatnefle ; otherwiſe, Greatneile 1s an or- 
nament when it is joyned with goodneſle; but for thoſe that arc 
Wickedly great, and greatly wicked great men, T ophet #4 ord:ined 
of old; yea for the King it u-proviaed, 11a. 30. 33, And therefore 
God cals Great men, Princes, Noblem:n, and Gentl:men to re- 
pent. 

2. Repentance ts not onely an Antidvte for Drunkaras,Whore- $.c,nqly. men 
mengers, and Oppreſſors, &c. But God cals them that live Civ that live c1v1l- 
ty, and that are morally good, to repent. You mult repent be- !y are tore- 
cauſe you pretend to make conſcience of doing that which is Py 
juſt to 994» ; but you make no conſcience to doe that which is jalt 
zo Ged, to give him his due in the duties of the Firlt Table. 

You muſt repent, becauſe either you conſtantly neglect holy au- 
ties, or you are conſtantly negligent 1n holy dutics, which both arc 
preat 1niquitiCs. 

You mult repent, becauſe at the belt you are but Negatively 
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Thirdly, men 
that live reli- 
e1ouſly are to 
repent. 


fire 


goed, There is no poſitive yoodneſſe in yoth Though- you abftaine 
from evill, yet you doe not doc good yz though you doe not ſweare 

reat 'cathes, yet you doe not ſpeake bolily. Ana every tree that 
| not forth good frait, ſhall be hewne aoVne and caſt into the 


You muſt repent, becauſe you doe all good duties, either from 
natural principles ; or which is worle, from ſinfull princeples, and 
for naturall ends ; or which is worlſer, for wicked ends. 

You muſt repent, becauſe of your immoderate loye of the 
world; and becauſe you would faine ſerve God and Mammon; 
and becauſe you are afraid to betoo good; as you arc afraid to be 
very bad, ſo yon are afraid to be very good; you are afraid to yen- 
ture too much for God ; afraid to be too forward inhis Cauſe ; 
which ate all horrible iniquities. 


You muſt repent of your #Ward 5xiquities, your inward adut-. 


teries, and your inward murders ; and you mult repent of your Grete 
2athes, and your little fnnes (as the world cals them, though pro» 
perly there jsno ſinne little, becauſe no little God to ſinne againſt.) 
And you muſtrepent of your ſecret sniqwities. For he that is but 


Civilly and Moralty good, makes no contcience of imward finnes, 


he is never troubled tor his original finne, and for the body of finne 
that is within him, He makes no conſcience of &:tle finnes, And 
for the moſt part, he hath ſome 6ackgdoore orother, to ſome ſecret 
1migquitie which the world knoweth not of. You ſce then there 
is great reaſon that they that live Csvilly ſhould repent alſo. 

3. Repentance isnot onely neceſlary for thoſe that live civily, 
but God cals his owne children that /ive religionſly, and he cals 
uponthem-in a more eſpeciall manner to repent. And therefore 
C brift (ent John Baptift a holy inft mas, to goe before him to 
preach repentance, to ſhe w that holy and inft men need repentance. 
When the people of God ſinne, they ſinnc againſt ore t5ghe then 
others, and againſt more means of grace thenothers,; agam(t more 
»ercies then others; they finne againlt berrey prixciples then o- 
thers: God takes it more wwkindly at their hands ; and. they 
diſhonour God more by their ſinnes then others : And therefore the 
people of God ought cpecially to repent. They have an abilitic 
within them to repent ; they haye the grace of repentance, and 
therefore God cſpecially commands themgg repent ; when they 


{inne, 
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finne, God will chaſtiſe them /corer then others, /#rer then o- 
thers , more then others in this life ; and therefore they onghe to 
repent ſooner then others, and more then others, and /arer then 
others: God will chaſtiſe them ſooner they others, 1 Pet, 4, 1 7. 
The time us cons? that indgement muſt begin at the houſe of God. 
Andin the ſeeond of the Rowanes and the ninth ; Tribs/ation and 
angwſh wpon every ſoule that doth evil, but firſt on the Iew, and 
then on the Gentile : God will puniſh the Jew before the Gentile, 
and the Chriſtian before the Jew. God puniſhes them ſooner,and 
therefore they muſt repent ſooner ; and God chaſtiſeth them ſwrer 
then others. Amos 3.2. Tow onely have I knoWwne of all the families 
of the world, therefore Þ le be ſwre te preniſh you. And God chaſtiſeth 
them wore then others in thu life ; in the fourth of the Lamentati- 
ons & the (xt, The puniſhment of the daughter of Zion 12 above the 
priniſoment of Sodeme. Dan.g.1 2. Under the whole heaven bath not 


| beene done as npon Jernſalew. And therefore God cals on his pwne 


popes be ſure to repent more then others. And I doubt not, 
you that fearc the Lord, will hearken to my counſell this day. 
When Gods people fall into any groſſe þu, lack as adxltery and 
murder, they donot looſe im hereditarium ad celum, their 
right and title to heaven. (For D avid was a child of God, though 
a child under wrath, in the mid{ of his fins ; he was not a child of 
wrath, but a child _ under wr ath) yet they loſe is aptitwainale 
ad celnm, they loſe their fienefſe to enter into that holy place of 
heaven. And this fitnefle is not recovered till they actually repent. 
And therefore Repentance is very neceflary for the children of 
God. | 

And thas you ſee that God cals upon the worf# of men, and up- 
on the beſt of men ; upon'the /eaft of men, and t areft of men. 


'torepent. God cals upon all men, faith the Text, But moſt eſpe- 


om be etaentr are P artiament mens You arc to repent as 
you ſtand in a double capacitic. 
_ Firſt, as Gent/enwen. 

Secondly, as Parliament wen. 
Firſt, 4s yow 4re men. For as the Prophet Oded (aid to the 
Princes of /xdab, fo doe I fay to you this day : Are there wet with 


yon, ever with you fines againſt rhe Lord your Gad? And there-. 
There 


forc God cals wpew you, even upor you to repents . 
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There is an Ordinance of Parliament (which I named even 
now,) that cals on all the Kingdome of Englandtorepent ; andin 
that Ordinance you ſet down tourteene SWord: procuring ſinnes ; 
you command that that Ordinance be read in our private Fami- 

lies; and in our Churches? ' you reckon there fouretecn {iones, 
which are like #nto fourtcene [ron Whips, with which God isnow 
whipping Erglard tothe very bloud : Now 1tis not enough tor 

you to command England to repent of thele Gnnes ; but God re- 
quires, that you your ſelves ſhould repent of them allo. As it is 
not enough for .a?Miniſter, to call upon his people torepent, but 
the Miniſter himfelfe mult repent alſo: So it is not enough for, 
you to deſire the ſubjeAsof England torepent, but you mult re» 
pent even this day of theſe {innes ; I'le name the ({innes over; For 
they be yorrr owne ; I meane, ſuch which you haye commended 
to the Kinzdome that they thould repent of ; God requires that 
if upon examination you find your {elves guilty, you (heuld repent 
of your Contempt of the holy Wor ſhip of God; and your Contempt 
of the holy Ordinances of Goa; and yout Contempt of Holineſſe,and 
of Gods holy Minifters; God requires and commands that you 
ſhould repent of groſſe and affected ignorance under the light of the 
Goſpel', of Unjruitſulneſſe under the meanes of grace ; of Vu- 
thankefulneſſe for the many mercies you have received from him ; of 

Incorrigibleneſſe under the inagements that are upon the land : God 
requires you ſhould repent ot your Oathes, and Blaſphemies ; of 
your Fornicatiens, and Aamlteries ; of Drunkenneſſe, and Glat- 
tonite ; of your Contentions , and #nnaturall Diviſions ; of your 
Pride, Vanitie, and Proaigalitie in apparell ; of your Oppreſſion, 
Fraud,and Bribery : One Sinne 1 had like to haye forgotten, and 
that is the ſinne of the Profanation of Gods Sabbaths : But I would 
deſire you likewiſe, toremember that there is an Ordinance of 
Parliament lately Printed, wherein you require the Kingdome of 
England, to apply their hearts to the ſanttification of the Lords 
D ay, both in publique and private, This you command us; Now 
I befeech you tell me, Doe you doe ſo your felves ? that which you 
command the Kingdome, as a Miniſter of Ieſus Chriſt, I commund 
you to put inpraRtife ; and to repent of thoſe ſinnes which you 
command us torepentof, fo farre as you are concerned in them. 
And to remember further that your Ordinance tels us, that we 


ought 
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ought not to repent /lightly,but we ought to be deeply humbled, we 
ought to morrne With a godly monyning, and with a hearty abhoye 
rencie, and deteſtation of theſe ſinner. Now the Lord cals upon yos 
this day to doe thus : And to doe thus more then others, you that 
are Gentlemen, becauſe theſe ſinnes in you are more /canaalous, 
and doe more hurt, both by Imitation, and by Imputation : They 
doe more hurt by Imitation , becauſe great men are like unto 
Loeoking- glaſſes, according to which all the (onntrey dreſſe them» 
ſelves ; what ever they doe, other men follow : And your finnes 
doe more hurt by Imputation, for God doth many times imputo 
the ſinnes of the Rulers upon the People ; as he did impute the 
ſinne of David upon the pzople of 1/rael. And therefore God re« 
quires you this day to repent in duſt and alhes; And tobe hum- 
bled before the Lord, as you arc Gentlemen ; that is the firſt, But 
then ſecondly, | 

God command: you to repent, as you arc Parliument meu ; As 
you are men, with a perſonali repentance; as you are Parliament 
men, with a Parliament repentance, 

And here give me leaye to ſpeak to you, firſt 45vi/im, and then 

_ commntlim, 

Firſt, to ſpeake to you ſingly, and ſeverally : I beſeech you 
ſearch and try your wayes. And if there ſhould be found any a- 
moneſt you, that drive the delignesof O-xferd, and that are pre- 
ſent at Weſtminſter, onely tobetray their Comntrey, the Lord un- 
make \uch, and the Lord give them repenting hearts: This1s to 
build your howſes upon the bloudof three Kingdoms;thu 75 to ſell your 
ſoules for preferment : And it # iuſt with God that ſuch men ſhoulda. 
not enely [ſe their ſoules, but loſe their very preferment alſo; as 
7adas that ſold his Maſter, and hung bimfelfe And then againe, 
It there be any among ſt you, that drive your owne deſignes, and ſeeke 
Jorr owne ends, 2nd not the publique good; and {ceke your owno 
ends more then the publique good; and ſeek your owne enas to the 
detriment of the publique good : theſe are crying abominations, 
and the Lord cals for a Parliament repentance this day : It was 
the Complaint of the Apoſtle of his time, Omnia que ſue ſunt 

zerunt, &c. Phil.2.21. Al! men ſecke their owne, and no man ſects 
the things of Teſus Chriſt. If the Apoltle Paxl had becne alive m 

our dayes, I wonder what he wouldhave ſaid of out times. = 
E fru Yy 
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truly, if od ſhould unrip vo here before the Congregation, Tam 
afraid he ſhould find many of our hearts tobe made Up of nothing 
but of ſelfe. love, and creatare love ; and yet rotwithitanding this 
is4 {inne, andnot onely againſt the light of the Word, Hut againſt 
the very gs of nature ; for the light of nature teaches us, that 
all private good ihowuld be {w3] lowed up in the J noms wat And the 
very Daeiis an 1 Curtin and eAriſtides, and many other Hea! h2 -$ 
will riſe vp in judgement againſt many Chrittians in this parti- 
cular, There is a famous Text in Jeremie 45. 3; 4. Bebola (ſaith 
the Lord) I doe noW beginne to pull downe, what I have built, ana 
zo deſtroy What Thave planted, and ſeekeſt thou preat things for thy 
ſelfe? ſeeke them not. 1s thisa time to fecke your owne ends ? this 
is juſt, as if a man ſhould have his houſe on fire, and in flead of 
ſeeking to quench his houſe, ſhould goe and trim up his chamber : 
what will become of his Chamber, when the houſe is burnt ? 
Itis juſt, asif a man, whenthe Ship he is 1n, is /inking, ſhould go 
and enrich his owne Cabine ; The Lord give you hearts to repent 
of this, 

Or if there be any amoneſt you that favour . alignants, be- 
canſe they are your friends, though enemiesto God and his Caule; 
this is a great {inne to be repented on greatly. And I fay to ſuch, 
as the Prophet to lehoſaphat, 2 ({ hron.19.2. Becauſe you helpe the 
wngoaly, and l&ve thoſe whom the Lord hateth: ; therefore wrath 14 
gone out from the Lord againſt you, 

Now let me confider you coniunttim, as you are united into. 
one body. And Rave give me leave to put you in mind of a prayer 
of {uſtins, very neceflary tobe made by you this day z Lord de- 
liver me from Bs mens ſtnnes, For this 1 is a certaine rule ; That 


. All the WIesS O the Kun Aome which are committed b VOHY COMM1e 
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vence, or allowance, are th: Parliaments finnes, and they call for a 
Parliament Repentance. And therefore I beſecch you, {carch and 
try your hearts, and conlider how farre youare acceſſary to the ſins 
of the Kingdome, that fo you may be wrought up nut one]y to a 
perſonall, but to a Parliament humiliation. And 1t 1t doth appearc, 
that you have taken more care in letling your owne Liberties,tacn 
in ſetling of Religion : It you have "taken more care to build 
Tour owne bouſes, then Geds Howſe, this isa crying ſinne; and this 
makes you acceſ[ary to a thouſand finnes that are committed i , 
tac 
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the Kingdome. Againe, If you doe not labour according to your 
dutic, and according to your power, to ſuppreſle the Errors, and 
Hereſies that are ſpread in the Kingdome ; all theſe errors arc 
your errors, and theſe hereſies are your berefies, and they are your 
ſinnes, and Gol cals for a Parliamentary repentance from you for 
them this day : Youare the Anabapriſts, and-you are the Anti- 
womans, and it 15you that hold, That all Religions are to be tolte 
rated, even fudaiſme, and T urki/me ; That the ſoule # mortall and 
dies with the baay,c, Thele are your errors it they ſpread by 
your conniverce. For the ſinnes of the ſonves of old Ely, are ime 
puted to o/a Ely bimſelte. And when the people of [/raelhad 
profaned the *abbath, Nememiah contended with the Nobl:s of 
T#dan tor uft:ring them, and tels them, that it was they that did 
profane it ; decauſ2 tney ſuftzred the people to protane it, Nehers. 
L 3.17. 

Thus alto, all the gailty blond that God requires you in juſtice 
to ſhed, and you {pare 3 God willrequire the bloudat your hands. 
And all the Bribery, all the Conuſenge, andall the Rovberies which 
are committed 1n tne Kingdome, which you can pumih and doe 
not, theſc arc all yor ſnnes, Oh that the Lord would worke up 
your hearts to the ineditation of theſe things, and that the 
Lord would make your hearts like waxe, and this word like ths 
Sanne to melt them. Thus ood cals you to repertarce as you are 


wen; and tFa Parliament repentance as you are Parliarm: nt men : 


And God cals you to doe ail this zow, ©0d now commands you, 
nowtorepent : The commanaement 1s now, and the Practiſe mull 
be zoW ; There muſt be t wo nows, the nunc of the Cominande- 
ment, and of that you have heard abundantly ; but now there mult 
be alſo the #unc of Obedience; God now commands you, ow 
to practiſe this Text, for otherwiſe for ought you know, you may 
be in hell the nexthoure ; per fiventure you may,and peradventwure 
you may not. But howloever you put your everlaltmg cltate upon 
two peradventures;peradventute God will deny thee {pace to re- 
pent next houre zor if he give thee ſpace, peradyenture God will 
deny thee grace to repent. Andif any of theſe two peraaventwres 
{ſhould happen, thou art undone to all eternitie. Who can tell but 
they may happen? tor God haththreatned, Luk. 12, 46, That if 
chat ſervant ſay in his beart, My Lord delayeth bus comm-ng, - 
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ſhall beginne to beat the men ſervants, &c. the Lord of that ſervant 
will come in a day when he lvoketh not for him, and at an houre when 
he is not aware, and will cut him a/under, &c, And therefore as the 
Apoſtle faith, /ames 4.1 3-19. Say notyto morrow I Will go to ſuch 
a Citie, &C. for what ts your life ? 14 it not even a vapour ? So lay 
T, Saynot Ile repext to morroW, for it may be God will deny thee 
ſpace to morrow, and deny thee grce to repent to morrow 3 put 
not your eternall foules ona peradventere ; od cals upon you to 
repent zw, CVen zow. 
Give me leaye to adde three Motives more, and to call them 
Englands Motives to the Parliament of England, to perſwade 
them to prefent repentance. 
Eniglinds three Firlt, the onely reaſon Why Gvd doth not repent of the evill of pu- 
other Motves, #1/hment is, becauſe you doe not repent of the evill of ſinze ;, the on2- 
to pertwaue Jy reaſon why God atlayes to twrne away his wrath is, becauſe you 
the Varitamcnt dl, 


of Enz/ni to | 5 
repentance. When Wilt thou have mercy .upen England? When wilt thou 


Alotive 1, Sreath wp the Sword? And God he cals, How long, Oh England? 
Oh Parliament of England? when will you turne unto me with 

* all your heart ? - when will you repent of 41 thoſe ſinnes, you com- 
mand the K ing dome to repent of * how long will it be before yeu be 
waſhed from your U ncleanneſſes ? When Will you turne to me ? When 
will it once be ? Ter.13.27. Ilappeale to your conſciences : 1s it fir 
that God ſhmnld ceaſe fighting againſt us by the $S#$d, before we 
ceaſe fighting againſt himby our ſinnes ? But if you would turne 
unto God, let me afſure you, The very /ame day that you rwrne, 
God will turne : You have aText for it in the ſecond of Haggaz, 
and the eighteen verl. Marke, the very day whercin you. begin to 
build my houſe, from that very ay, {le proſper you: Nay, let me 
tellyou, the very miaute that you begin to repent, God will re- 
pent; you have a Text forit, /cr. 18.7,8. At what inſtant I ſhall 
{1y, concerning 4 nation to d:ſtroy it,&c. If that nation turne, I'le 
repent of the evill I thought to ave wnto them, Ag a perſonal re- 


pentance is a meanes to obtaine a perſonal ſalvation; ſoa nationall 


repentance 1$ a meancs to obtaine a national ſalvation : Atthat 
yery inſtant that thou turnelt from thy ſinnes, God will fave thy 
foule : ſo on tiat very day, that a nation turnes from ſinne, God 
will turne from his anger. A Parliament is the repreſentative 

=, Nation, 


y to tz2rne unto him. We cry out, HoW long, Lora? how long? 
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If you dee evill in my ſight, &c. I'te repent of the good, T intended to 
ave wnto you ; 2nd in loſpna 24.20, If yeu doe evill, I'le conſume 
yeu, after I have done you good, And we ce by fad experience, 
that God bath begun to lead us of late back into the wilderneſſe a+ 
gaine, and bath given us a great defeat in th2 Welt : God begins to 
repent of the good Which he hath done for 14; and why doth God 
doe this? Becauſe we repent not of our evils againſt him. God be- 
gins to catry us backe, becauſe we t#rme our backs to God, but if 
we didrepent of our evils againſt him, God wow!d doe us good, and 
wever repent. But England batha third Motive, and Oa that Gol 
wouid givz you cares to hearken unto it ! 

Thirdly, The reaſon why all our faſting doth prevaile no more 
with God, i becauſe we doe not ioyne repentance with our faſting , 
becauſe our faſting dayes, are not repenmting dayes : We have now 
almoſt beene three yearces afaſting ; and we have had many ex:ra- 
ordinary faſts, and yet we are not ac/ivered, We are as fare 
from the end, as we were in the beginning : and what is the 
reaſon? Nor becanſe the way of Faſting 14 not Gods way to heale a 
Nation ; but the reaſon is, bccanſe We doe not faſt aright. Supp3ſc 
not I, but Exglazd ſpeaking unto you, in her owne behalte, and 
bewailing the manner how Faſting dayes are kept in this place. 

For firft, you bring not your Faſting apparel! with you ; here 
are many of you appeatc in this place, rather ina T r1wmphing way, 
then ina Penitent way ; whereas the great King of Nineveb, he 
laid alide his robes, and fo did his Nobles. And though God re- 
gards not the oxt-fide ſo much ; nay God ſcornes the out-lide 
without the 5n-/ide, yet God lookes to haye the owt-fiae, as well 
as the in-fide : And then againe, 

Secondly, here is a great deale of Faſting, but where 15 your 
FFeeping? where is your H{owrning ? Look into the Word of _ 

E2 an 
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cond Motive. 
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and you ſhall alwaies fee Faſting and weeping goe together; God 
{cornes your faſting, if there be not Weeping joyned ; T wrre wnts 
we with ed hat hearts, with fa/img, (vihat next?) with weeping 
AY 1d with mournmg : Nav, * altn 9 "and Mourning z are all One 1m 
Chriſts ſenſe ; in UMatth, 9 15. ( an the children of the Bride- 
groome morrne When the B:1d: 2 es 's with them? but when 
the Bridegroome (hall be taken from them, then ſhall they Faſt. 
Here t2 ſting and mourning are put for one an1 the ſame thing 1 

Now becaule toere 1s a great deale of Faltino, and folittle Weep- 
ing, that is the reaſon, why our Faltinzs Fe no more good ; We 
keepe dayes of humiliation, Without any hamiliation, and theretore 
Goa {cornes onr c aJes 0) f bumiliation, It 15a very ad tl: ng to {:c 
that in {tcad of weeping ona falting day, there are tmany that turns 
a Urea! Pp art of it 1 Toll of ceping ; * We tUrne our Weeping li into ſleeping, 
we weary God, and Weary Our ſelves; and in ttead of toule-at- 
icing, we afth (04 by © ur negligent addrefles to God on that 
day. Were 1t on altrange thing tolc :e 4 condemned Malefattor, 
while he is pleading for his life at the Barre, to til! Falt afleepe, 
would you not ſay, this man cares nt much for hw bf ? YOU come 
hither like fo tnany condemned Matefattors.and you come to plead 
for your owne lives, and for the {ives of three Kingdomes ; and tor 
you to fall afleepe while you are pleading for your hves, God 
{cornes luch faltings; and that 1s the reaſon faith England, why I 
am not healed by your faltings. Ando then againe, 

Thirdly, there isa great deale of Faſting,! ont there is no Refor- 
mation ; a great deale of talke of refo; mation, but there is no pra- 
f{e 7 reformation - we have a great many Covrnants of reforma- 
tion, but there 15 no performance of our Covenants: We ſweare to 
reforme, out we 4oe not reforme ; We faſt one day, and feaſt the De- 


vil all the moneth after many times : Doe we doe as the King of * 


Nineveh did,and as his Nobles and people did? they cried wnto the 
Lora, and turned every man from his evill way ; but becauſe there 
15no {1ch turning from ſinne amonelt us, becapſc there is No 78- 
formation that is : the reaſon, why our falting doth no more good. 
Beloved in the Lord, fuff-r me to ſpeake my mind plainly ; Comld 
I ſee the Parliament of England doe as the King of Nineveh did ana 
all the Nobles of Nineve! 54 could I fee them all appeare here, and 
Iying don ne in duſt and = has a lamenting 
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before the Lord, and bumbling their ſoules in good earneſt, and every 
man turning from his Iniquirie, and from the violence in his hand 
ſuch a faſiing day wonld ſave the lives of three Kingdomes ; ſuch 
teares would prevent the effuſion of the blaud of thouſands ; ſuch a 
day would be loud muſicke in the eares of God; the Lord make this 
day tobe ſuch a day. 
Thus mucil thoaght good to ſay in reference to the generall 
expreſiion in the Text, But now God commands A/{ mes, 
Secondly, But then 1t 1s added in the Text, God commanas all Al! men muſt 
Men, every Where (that 1s another expreſiion) to repent ; If we repent ev#1) 
mult repent azy where, we muſt repent every where : for, where, 
Firſt, decauſe God fils every where : If thou canſt commit a ſinne 
where God isnot, there Ile give thee leave not torepent ; butit 
Goa te every Where, we mult repent every where, becauſe God is 
every wiere. And then againe, 
Secondly, becauſe ſome 4zv1/ or other is every where: I doc not 
ſay, that the devil is every where out ſome devil or other, is every 
Where ; and therefore we muſt repent every where, becauſe our 
Acculer is every where, and our Tudge is every where : And 
then apain-, 
Thirdly, becauſe aeath will meet us every where 3 If there be 
any placz, wherein thou art exempted from dea(h, |'lz give thee 
leave not to repent there; but death will meet with thee every 
where, and therefore God commands all men every where to 
repent. And then againe, 
Fourthly, becauſe we malt give an accownt for all the Ations, 
that we doe every where : God af the day of judgement will asc 
thee an account of that that thou halt done any where ; and there- 
fore we mult repent every where, And then, 
Fifthly, becauſe we /inze every where; we (mae in our Churches, 
and theretore God cals fora Church repentance : We finne 1n our 
Parliament, therefore God cals for a P.rliament repentance : \Vc 
finne 1n our Sacraments, theretore God cals for a Sacrament repen- 
zance ; We \(innz in our beds, in our {hops ; and therefore God cals 
tor repentance in our [hops, and 1n our beds. God cals to the A/- 
ſembly of Miniſters torepent of their linnes : God cals not onely 
tothe people at Oxford to repent, but to the pzopl: at Weſtmin- 
fter, to repent ; God not onely cals to the pretended Parkament gt 
JR Oxford, * 


=_— 


a) 


—z —- "SER ARE a ed A A EE. VT 


Oc E_—_—_———_—— —  . -—_— — - 
Ow At 


A threeſo!ld 


miltiake ot rec- 


pentance. 


__—_—— 


A Sermon preachedto the Henerable Houſe of Commons, 


Oey Ar Ire nn er ER ooo OO Ger om 


Oxford, but to the true Parliament at Weſtminſter, ts repent : God 
calsall men every where torepent. And then againe, 

Sixtly, becauſe Gods judgements are every where ; Gods 
jadgements kill every Towne, every Citie, eyery Countrey; the 
Sword devoures evere where, and therefore God commands us 
to repent every where. 

Thus much for the ſecond exhortation. 

There is one Queſtion yet betind which muſt have an An- 
{wer before I can conclude, 

Some will ſay, What is that Repentarce which is the wnwm ne- 
ce(ſarium tor England? and which is T he great Commundement of 
Ged for England? Is there any man that doth not repent ? 

There is much talke indeed in the world, and much diſpute a- 
bout Repentaxee, and inuch profeſſion of repentance. And every 
man /aith, he repenteth, But 1 feare that moſt people miſtake the 
nature of true Repentance,. and fo are cheated of their ſalyation 
by arotten and falſe repentance. 

. There is a three-fold 9nſtake of repentance. 

Firſt, Some thinke it an ominous thing to repent, and judge of 
repentance, as ſome ridiculouſly judge of making their Wils,who 
retuſe to make their Wils in their health,as thinking it an omer,and 
preſage of their death. So many refuſe torepent in health, be- 
cauſe they thinke 1ta worke of ſickneſle, and if they ſhould doe it 
in health, it would haſten their death. This opinions not worth 
confuting. 

Secondly, Soine thinke it an ea/ie thing torepent, and therefore 
dcale with repentance (as one faith ) as countrey people doe with 
Phyſicians, whonever fend for them, till they be breathing out 
their laſt breath. So many never thinke of Repentance till they be 
pon their death-bed, and then they conceive that theſe five words, 
Lord have mercy wpon me , are as efficacious to ſend them to hea- 
ven, as the Papilts conceit, that their five words of conſecration are 
able to 1ranſubſtantiate the bread in the Sacrament into the body of 


Chriſt. Molt people thinke it very calic to repent. It is but re- 


pentingylaith the ſinner. But this Bat isa hard But. It requires 
the omnipotent power of God to worke repentance. 2 Tim. 2. 
25. Therefore it is called a yexding of the heart, loel 2. 1 3. which 
3a hard Worke. And it is likewiſe called a plonghing up of the 
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fallow ground of our hearts. It is a Travſmutation, a change 
of the whole man from ſinne to God, which isno cafic worke. 

Thirdly, and cfpecially, AMoft people thinke they repent , When 
they dee not. And1 beleeye , that the reaſon why fo many goe to 
hell, is not ſo much fer want of repentance , as for want of a right 
repentance, We read, «As 11. 18. of arepentance anto life , and 
2 Cor, 7.10. of a repentance never to be repented on : where note 
there is a repentarce , which is not wnto life, and a repentance tobe 
repented on, Repentance 1sa rare 3ewell, But as there isno jewell 
but it tnay be comnterfeit ; fo there is no grace, but it may be coun- 
ferfeited : Asthere is a counterfeit faith, a dead carcafie of faith; 
ſo there is a baſt ardly repentance , penitentia ſpuria C non gennina; 
ot,as Anſtin cls it , Panitentia inſruttaoſa. And as a commerfeit 
tewell u nothing Worth, no more 1s a comnterfert repentance. And as 
many are undone by the buying of a counterfeitjzwell : fo there 
are many in beil through the miſtake of this j:well, that yet 
thought, it may be, they had repentedaright, and fo might all their 
friends poſſibly thinke like wife. Now theretcre the great que- 
ſion will be, what is that repentance unto life , that repentance 
never to be repentedon, which 1f I have , I may aflure my felt 
that I amin the (tate of ſalvation? 

For the an{ wer tothis, 1 will briefly ſhe w. 

I. What « not that repentance which 1s wnto life, 

2. What repentance us that repentance Which 1 unto life. 

What Repent ance #« not that repentance which 1 unto tife. There Sixe forts of 
arc lixe forts of repentance, which are not the right repentance, rep: nrance, 

The firſt is, Pharaobs repentance. After he had obeyed God in Which are not 
letting the people of liracl go, be repents of this his good action, = _ wm 
as Exod.1 4.5. This was a repentance unto damnarion,not unto /«l- —_ = PE 
vation. Some ſuch I have known , that in their young dayeshave pentance , and 
been zealous and forward for private Falts, and for all other Reli= wherein = fa;- 
gious_exerciſes and after ward have Apoſtatized from thele '** 


— 


wayes and perſecuted them inothers,and repented that eycr they 

been fo ſtrit, and zealous. This is a wicked repentance. Thus 
many in our dayes (through the errour of their z »dgement, repent 
that ever they have been troubled /o much for thew ſunnes , and that 


rhey have faſted fo mnch , and wept ſo mach. This'1s a repevtance to 


be repented on. - | 
| F.. EMS 
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' Sauls repen- The ſecond 1 Saxls PepentrANce., I yam. LF. 24. This repen- 
| tance, and tance was 2s faire , and as fall in outward appearance, as Davids | 
wherein it fat- 0 Nathan, 2 $a. 12,14 But yet Saxls repentance was not 
led. wnto life, It faik:d in foure things. Firlt, hz conf-ſſion Was without 
ſorrow, he acknowledged his fiane ; but we read not that his heart 
{mote him for his ſinae, or that his heart was broken for his finn +, 
a4$ Davids Was. | 
Secondly , Sawls confeſſion was n9t free, but forced from hins by 
Sumuel with dint of argument. But Davids heart ſmote him for 
numbring the people, and he centeſled the fin, before God ſmote 
his people with the plague, 254m. 24, 10. 
Thirdly, Sans confeſſion was by way of dinwenution, he labours to 
leſſen his ſinne, and to put the fault upon the people , 1 Sams. 1 5. 
2f. 24. But true confeſſion of finne is with «4ggravation of the 
{innes we confeſſe. Thus did-D avid, 2 Sam.2 4.1 0.17, Thus deth > 
Daniel, and Ezra. Dan, 9. Exra 9. 
Fourthly , Sawls confeſſion was mingled with pride. 1 Sam, 15. 
39. he deſired honour wita the people, though he had no reſpe&t 
from God, nor from Samxe/, True confeflion is an 4umble con. 
feſſton, Ezrag.6. 
Ahabs repen- The third is Ahabs repent ANCe, His repentance was {o great 
tance, and and ſoremarkadle, that God bids Ef44h take notice of it, 1 Kings 
wherein it fai- 21, 27. 29. His repentance isexpreſſcd in foute particulars ; /He 
led. rent h14 cloathes, he put on ſackeloath, he faſted, he lay in ſackgloath, 
and went ſoftly. Pat yet it was not a repentance wnto life. It failed 
in three particulars, It was bt a» outward repentance. All the fore» 
| | named expreſſions were out ward , be rent his garments , but his » 
| beart was not rent. And therefore God rewarded him onely with 
an out ward reward, } Kwmgs 21. 29. Abab was like a ripe plums 
that ts ſoft Without, but hath a hard ſtone Within, 2. It was a World- 
ly and carnall repentance , tor feare of Me loſſe of his kingdome, 
| and for feare of the dogs that E15ah threatned (hould liek up his 
| blood.. 3. It was a repentance for ſinne,but not from finne. You ſhall 
read in Scripture , not onely of a rep:ntance for inne , 2 Cor. 
12.21, Kevel, 9.20. but allo of a regentance from ſinne , As 
$. 22. «70 755 x4tias, fot is in the Greeke. So alto, Heb. 6.1 . Re- 
peniance from dead works. Now Abah didnatrepent from ku fune. 
Forin the next Chapter, he is as bad as ever he was: . W 
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- The fourthis. The i/raclites repentance , you (hall read often of The 1/r4elites 
repentance, 
and wherein it 


theirrepentance, 1 Sem. 7.6. Iudges 2, 1,2,3: Iudges t 0.10, But 
their repentance was not w*te /ife, It failed eſpecially in twopar- 
ticulars. Firtt, *t Was onely and meerety for feave of the Lord,it was 
onely when they were in diſtreflc ; as appearesoften and often in 
the Book of the Iages, and alſo, P/a/m 58. 34. Secondly, r /aſt- 
ed onely a5 long as the rod lafted; whenthe affliction was paſt, they 
returned to their finnes again, P/al. 78. 36, 37. Inages 4. 1. Inap. 
6. 1.&Cc They were jt like iron, which while it is in the firvis 
ſoft, and malleable toany thing , but when itis takenout of the 
fire,growethpreſently bard again: or like ##to water, that while it 
isuponthe fire is very hot, but when taken off, preſently groweth 
cold. And this, I feare, 1s all the Repentance that many have in 
theſe dayes. Some io bad, as not'to repent at all, even mtiieſekil- 
ling dayes ; but they.that doe repent}, bteare it 1s oncly for fewre 
of the rod, andit will laſt no longer then the rod laſterh. The Lord 
#ive us hearts toſcarchour hearts, whetherit be not fo, " 

The fitth is The repentance 


failed, 


of Tndas. The Text faith, he Te Tulakr re- 
pented, and confeſſed hu finn#, and made ſat;5fattion, Aarth 37 pertince , and 
3 4: Anaheinſtified alſo ((brifts innocency, and hetooke ſhane to wherein it fai- 


himſelfe in going to the high Priefts,to confeſſe hu ſins. But yet his ve« \**- 


pentance was not unto ife;though there be many in the world, that 
pretend toa right repewrance,, that cannot plead fo much to juſtific 
their repentance as Jud can. Bat it failed in diversparttenhars. 
Firſt, his reportance was uirapertra, Ot purrarere: The Greeke 
word is not the fame with the Grecke word in my Text fore» 
pemues: P anztmit , ſed now refipait ; he ſorrowed for what he 

d done, buc he was not reformed from what he had done, for he 
that murdered Chriſt before, murdered tmfelt preſently after. It 
wagno Hfe-veforming ſorrow. Secondly, [nudes repented not owt of 
batred of the finme that he had commined; but onely to quiet bus con« 
ſeience, he felt a hell in hisconfeience, and to quict that, he repent« 
2d Thirdlr, this repentance was wholly lrgall, onely for feare of heff, 
and it was Wholly without hopr of mercy. 1t was a deſperate repen« 
rante, and it drew himnot'to Chriſt , bie re-:the gallbws. Trac7s+ 
ance is out of dove to God," and iti ir Wag GI 
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The H The ſixtis, The Heathen mans repentance. There isina Heathen 
Ds I man a mturall conſcience , and whea he ſinnes agamſt the Ky ht of 
tance, and . y4/#re, thisnaturall conſcience will accuſe and condemne him,and 
_ en Kt this oftentimes worketh a natural aud morall repentance, Thus 
: when Alexander in bis drunken fit had kill:d his deare friend Cl- - | 
t1t5, when he was ſober, he was troubled in conſcience for it, and | 
ſent to all the ſeverall kinds of Philoſophers (as it were to ſo ma- | 
ny Miniſters ) to know what he might doe to appeaſe his conſci- | 
ence, and to ſatisfic for that ſinne. Polemo,when in his drun» 
ken fit,he came to the School of Xenocatres and heard bim reading = 
of ſobrictic, repented of his drankennefle, and became ſober cyer 
after. This I relate tothe ſhame of thouſands of Chriſtians. Bat ... 
yet this was not a repentance unto life. For here natwre reformes na« 
ture, Refined nature reformes natwre abominably profancd. Sober 
Alexander reformes drunken Alexander, Here is notwrning to 
God,no cye to Goas glory , ns ſorrow for difpleaſing of God. It is a 
repentance upon raturall and morall grounds, which isnot a 7 
raxce unto beaver. Thus many repent of their gaming,and of their | 
drinking, and Whormg ; becaulc it deſtroyeth their eltate, or their | 
bodics, or their good names. This is a naturall repentance, upon 
naturall » bat not a repentance unto life. Thus you ſee 
what that repentance is, which is not «to life. Tt is our dutie to 
examine whether we excced theſe ix ſorts, There are many that 
xc cried up for great profeflers that come ſhort of them. And it 
mult needs be a miſerable thing to come ſhort of thoſe that come ſhort 
| of heaven. It is not cnough to repent as Pharaob, Suwl, Ahab, the 
| q Iſraelites, Iudas and the Heathen re 


pented: But we mult labour to 
excecd them, and amend in all thoſe things wherein they failed. 
We muſt not repent of onr good attions, as Pharaob did; but of our 

bad attions. Our conteſlion of fins'mult be With ſaame and confuſion 

of face, with heart-breaking ſorroW, it mult be jree and voluntary, 

| wot forced, it mult be an bamble and ſelfe abaſing confeſſion. Our 
Repentance mult not onely be owtwerdas Ababs was ; but inWard 

allo, it mult be a Trending of the heart, a pricking at the hears. Sin 

ÞK malt not only ry + 6 , butit muſt be cordolswn. Our Re- 

pentance mugt-not only be for fn,but from fiv. We mult not 

for feare of the rod onety,asthe 1/raclites did; for this i torcpentl 

| out. 
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out of ſelf-love, and not out of /ove to God, This Repentance may 
be in a man that hath no grace. This is to feare hell not finne. 
Neither /maſt our R epentance vaniſh as the morning dew. We 
maſt not returne to cur vomit after the afflition is over. This 
is toact asa doy, not as a Chriſtian; This will bring atter defolati- 
on, Ezra 9. 13. This is to m:cke God who will not be mocked, or 
rather it is to wocke oxr ſelves into hel, Our Repentance muſt 
not be onely to quiet conſcience, to eſcape hell, 4s Tndaſſes Was, but it 
muſt be a fpliat Evangelical Repentance arifing out of love to God 
whom we haye oft:nded, and out of hatred of fin, and it mult 4- 
waics be mingled with hope of mercy. Our Repentance muſt 
ariſe not onely from Naturafl and Morall , but from Swprrnatwral 
and T heologirall grounds and principles. A deſcription 
Now I come to (hew more particularly, what is that repen- ** *7ue Re- 
tance which isa repentance wnto life; a repentance never to be re. Fc 
pented of : What is that repent ANCE which wholoeyer hath, 1s cer- 
tainly inthe (tate of ſalyation. | It 1s a golden 
For thebricf anſwer to this you muſt know,that truc repentance <haine with 
is 2 ewedicine wade of Chrifts bloud that muſt have five ingredients hive links, 
wr. And if any one of theſe ingredients be wanting,the medicme 
will not availe us unto {alvation. It is a Getden chain that muſt have 
five linkes, and if one link be wanting, the chaine is of little uſc. 
The frve linkes of this golden chaine are * 
Firſt, Godly ſorrow for ſine. 
Seconlly, A hearty confeſſion of ſinve. 3 
Thirdly, A ſincere endevory to forſaky all ſane. 
Fourthly, Sat 1faion for frunc. 
Fitthly, 4 1arning to God by neW obedience. Where ever there 
1s true repemance : Firlt, 
There is godly ſorrow for [inne'; God hath tied finme and ſorrow Fult, god'y 
together with Ademaentinechaines ; and 2 woman may as ſoone '©7%: 
looke tobe delivercd of a child in a dreamer, as for a man to repent 
without forrow : ſerrow indeed is the daughter of ſinne, but God 
hath made the dzwughter to be 4 meanes to deſtroy the mother : you 
mult not looks ro fly to heaven with Plogfant Wings: yoa mult not 
looke to dance with the devil all day, and ſup with Chrift at night ; 
tolive all your lives long in Dalilabs lap, and then to goe to Abra- 
bans boſome when yow de : wherelocyer thre is true == = 
| r3. 
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The fecond 


linke of the 
cChaine of Re- 


| teſſon of fin, 


pentance,C on- 


there will be ſorrow for (mne. But this ſorrow it muſt be xur#* 
xa72 2129, 2 Cor.7.10. Aſorrow cauſed for Gods ſabe;; a forrow 
more for the offence done 4g«1m# Goa, then for the puni/henent 
due unto us. It muſt be a repentance: towards God, as it is called; 
Aft-20.21. becauſe iteyes God, and #1 offence more then the pu- 
ni/lment, It 1s called a poke after the Loyd, 1 Sam. 7. 2, It is 
a mourning for Chriſt whom we have pierced by our finnes,Zach.12. 
19. Not {o much a mourning for the miſery we haye brought up« 
on our ſelves by our ſinnes, as for the difhonour we haye brought 
to Chrilt: It'is a momrning for finne as finne,as it is offenSunm Des, 
averſiuum a Deo, 2s it 1$an att of. diſobedience, an a of wnkitd- 
weſſe, as it is/an at poiuting and defiling the foule, making the 
ſoule w»lihe God, and like the Devil; an-aR that will brivg the ſol 
to the aewil, &C. GO) 

True forrow multnot be onely attririon, but contrition, which 
is the grinding of finne to powder. +A rock may be broken th 
picces, and yet be hard ſtill, True forrow is 'when our rockie 
hearts are ground to powder, and made ſoft and pliable to doe 


- and ſuffer whatſoever God ſhall require at our hands. It is" (as 
- oue faith) arnibilatio voluntatss, a fwallowing 


up of our owne 
wils in Gods will. And wheretoever there is this godly forrow, 
if the heart be deeply wounded and pierced with it ; 

Secondly, There will be allo 27ue confeſſion of ſixne. Even as 1 
ſtomach when it is ſurcharged with too great fulneſſe, it is nover 
quizt till eaſed by vomit : Soif the conſcience be overladen and 
brim-full of forrow for ſnne, it will never be at caſe till finne 
be yomited up by confeſſion. Sinne in the conſcience is as a 
thorue in a mans foot, as needles in the fleſh, or as poiſonfull matter 
ina ſore, which lyeth burning and aking withpaine. In ſuch caſes 
there is no re{t unlefle the Preabe lanced and the poiſort expel- 
led. Confeſſio peccati oft medicinapeccati ; (faith Naz.) Tt is'v0- 
mitus ſordinms anime. 'David did but purpoſe to confefie his 
Gnne,and (od forgave him, P/ad. 32. 5. He that hideth his fins 
fhallnot proſper, but he that confeſſeth and forſaketh them (hall 
have mercy, Pre.28.13, Tudah (which fignificth Confeſſion} yo0 
the Kingdome from Rewben. Trac confeffion of finne 1s the wayto 
the Kingdome vf heaven, In confeflion we acruſe on ſelves; and 
we mage our ſelves. By accuſmy exr ſelves, we put the Deyil ont 
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ofoffice. And by izdging owr ſelves worthy of damnation we 
put God oxt of office : for if we indge or felves,We ſhall net be indged 
of the Loyd, 

This is the fſeconJ1-linke of the chaine. But here you muſt 
rememHer that this confeſſion mult not. be like unto Sawlsr cone 


feſsion, but like the confeſſion of Ezra, Daniel, David, as was 


faid but evennow. 

The third linke of the golden chaine of Repentance, is an in- 
ward ſincere endevour to forſake all ſine everlaſtingly. Allpeni- 
textia is in vaine without reſipiſcentia ; uerepiacee, in vaine withe 
out pe7dyue. It 1s tonopurpoſe to repent for your frnanes, unleſſe 
you repent from yowr ſinnes; for a man to ſay he repents of ſinne, 
and yet doth not for ſake it, he ſpeates a conrradiftion, As for a 
man to ſay that he is changed from a foole toa wiſeman, and yet re- 
maines a foole,he faith that winch iga contradivron ; fofor a man 
to ſay he repents of his Swearing, and yet toſweare ; to fay he is 
turn'd from his Adultery, and yet remaines an adulterer, he ſaith 
a contraditlion : as Tertullian faith excellently, He that repents 
with a contradiftion , God Will pardon him With a contradittion : 
thou repenteſt, and yet continneſt in thy ſinner ; God will pardon thee, 
and yet ſend thee to hell ; there ts a pardon with a i. 

Trae repentance muſt be joyned with an endevour to forfake 
fine. But then we mult remember that this forfaking of ſinne 
mult have foure properties. It malt firſt be !9ward, We muſt put 
away cvill from b:fore Gods eyes, as it is /a.r.16. We mult doe 
that which is good in Geds eyes;as the good Kings of [/rael are faid 
todoe. A man may gee t# hell for the inward deſire to finne, thowgh 
he ſhould never commit any outward att of finne. Tt is not enough 
we. ſinne, bat we mult endevour to mortsfie it, A Liow 

ed, is a Lion ftill, Secondly, it mult alſo be ſawcere. Two 
things make a good Chriſtian, good attionr,eud good ainare, Though 
2 yood ainge doth nat make a bad attion good, (as we ſee in the caſe 
of Vzzah) yet a bad aime makes a good attionbad as we (ee in the 
cafe of Jehn. We mnſt torfake firme not for worldly reſpects, or 
felfe-ends, but we muſt fay with Joſeph, HoW can I conmt this 
thing and fnne againſt my God ? Thirdly, it muſt be #niver/all. 
We mult make conference to abſtame from cyery fime, as well as 
from any ſinne, We read Judy.8 30,31. that Gideon had ſtvenrie 
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1 ſonnes and one baſtard, and that baſtard was afterward the means 
to kill all his ſeventie fonnes. Giye me leave to apply this ina 
ſpirituall ſenſe. Though thou haſt ſeventie good duties, and yetif 
thou haſt one baftaraly ſinne which thou delighteſt in, this ſinne 
will take away the benefit and comfort of all rby good duties. 
Fourthly, it muſt be ever/aſting. It jsnot enough to full out with 
finne, and afterwards to be friends againe ; but we muſt fo hat< it 
asnzverto be reconciled. The Prodigall Child never returned to 
his prodigalitic ; nor David to his adulterie. 

The fourth The fourth linke of the golien chaine of Repentance, is /at#« 
linke, ſatis-  faftion for finne. This is a part of repentance much abuſed by the 
faction for fun. Papiſts, and fcldome ſpoken of by onr Divines, but of great uſe 
if rightly underſtocd. The Papilts teach, That Chriſt by bu death 

[atufied for the guilt of ſinne, and for the eternall puniſhment ; but as 

for the temporall puniſhment of finne Chriſt left that to us to jatufiz 

for by deeds of Penance here, and by Þ urgatorie hereafter, But this 

Dodrine is falſe and hereticall. Firſt, it is a derogation 10 the full 

ſatisfaftion of Teſus Chriſt, He 18 a perfeR Saviour. Secondly, 

T his makes every man in part his owne Saviour, Thirdly, this 

takes away the freexeſ of forgiveneſſe of ſinne;. Fourthly , ths 


takes away all the comfort of afflittions, For if atflictionsbe ſatis» 
faRtions to Godsvengeance, and part of the te curſe dne 


to ſinne, where is the comfort of affliction? Fifthly, Phat cana 

poore creature contribute to ſatufie an infinite God ? All fatisfacti- 

on mult be de proprizs, of ſome thing that is our owne. And what 

can we give to God to ſatisfic him, but that which he hath firſt 

given tous ? Beſides, ſa:ufatiion x 4 5uſt proportionable recom- 

EE pence for an ininrie. And what proportion bet weene the ation of 

a finite creature, and the wrathofan snfinize God? And therefore 

fatisfaRion in a Popilk® ſenile is abominable z but in a Catholique 

_ Orthodoxe ſenſe it 18a point of great conſequence. A true peni- 

. tent (inner will make ſatisfaRtion to Ged,to the {Þurch,to his Bro: 
| ther, and to bimſelfe. 

SatisfaGtion to Firſt, He will make ſatufatlion to God, Not in a Popiſh ſenſe. 

God. Not by tendring up his Repextaxce as arecompenſation to the in- 

| Jury cftrced tothe great (:od by his finne ; but by preſenting che 

Lord . brift and bis ſatisfatlion for an atonement, And theicfore 

the Iews in the Old LaW, when they had committed alinne, they 


were 
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were to bring aſacrifice, and firſt toconfeſle their ſinnes oyer the 
ferifice, and then to offer up the ſacrifice for a propitiation, This 
ſacrifice Was a type of Chriſt, He that will procure pardon from 
God of finne, muſt not onely mourne for it, confeſle it, and turne 
from it ; This is not ſufficient to procure pardon ; becanſe our re- 
pentance at the beſt u imperfet?, and we muſt repent for the defeits 
that cleave to owr repentaxce. But if we would procure pardon, 
we mult tender Hp Teſus ( hriſt by fauth fo make Kp the breach that 
ſenne hath made, We mult repent, but not tr#ſt to our re- 
pentance. He that truſteth to hi repentance makes an 1dol of it, 
ana makes a Chriſt of it, We muſt not bottome onr ſelves upen re- 
pentance, but upon Chriſt oxely, 

Secendly, He Will make ſatufattion ts Gods Church, If he hath Sati-faQtion to 
offended it by any ſcandalous finne he will take ſhame to himſelfe the Church of 
in a publique way of reparation, For this prypoſe 41d D avid write __- 
hu penitentiall Pſalmes, which are Pſalmes of Davids ſarufatli- 
on teGods { hurch for the offence be had given tozt. Thus Solomon 
wrote- his Booke of Eccleſiaſtes to make recompenſation to the 
Church of God, which he had wrongedby his Apeſtaſie. And I truſt. 

(throagh Gods mercy) to ſee this Diſcipline put incxecution in 


England. 
Thirdly, He will make ſatisfattion to bu brother, to bis body, and Suticfation to 
to his ſexe. / our brother. 


Firſt, to his body. If rhew haft Wronged thy brother in his good 1. To his body 
xame, which ts more precious to him then hu life , God will not accept 1n his good 
of thy repentance, wnle (ſe thou endevoureft to make up the imury "*e 
thou haſt done to his good name. Many goc to hell tor want of pra- 

Riſing this. This is nocafic dutie. For a mans good name is like a 
white piece of paper, which when once blotted, can hardly be made 
cleave againe without ſome remainder of defulement, | 

So againe , if thou haſt wronged thy brother inhis goods, God ln his gouds. 
will not accept of thy repentance, unlefle thou endeyoureſt with *** 
Zacchews (according to thy abilitic) to make reſtitution. This is 
a l:flon for all men, but eſpecially tor Soxlaters to lay to heart, 

Secondly, he will make ſatis/aftion to his ſoule, If thou haſt bin , T5 1. 

a Morall cawſe to make thy brother (in, it isnot enough for thee ſouls. 
G along 
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CEE 


Satisfaftion to 
tumſelfe. 


The fifth linke, 
Turrang to 
God by new- 
nec of life, 


alone to repent, but thou mult endeyour, not only out of chericy, 
bat out of :#/fice, to bring thy brother to repentance alſo. If thou 
haſt perſwaded a woman to /eWaneſſe, a man to druukenneſſe, it is 
thy duty to make them ſexle>reſtitution : a Dofrine little preach- 
ed, and lefle praiſed ; but of abſolute neceſitie, in =25 of thy- 
endevour at leaſt to doe it. For want of this ſoule ſatufation, ma- 
»y ſoules wr 8 
Fourthly, He will make ſattufattion to himſelfe. If he bath in- 
jured hs boay, by intemperate cating and drinking ; and his /oxle, 
by taking too much libertic in things indifferent, he will takes a 
holy revengeuponhimſelte ; of which you {hall read, 2 Cor. 7, 11. 
Holy revenge 15 a neceſſary companion of true repentance. This ho- 
ly revenge conliſteth in Cling. and in abſtaimag from lawfull de- 
lights when they prove ſoule-ſuares. If thou halt ſinned. by fre- | 
quenting ſuch and fuch company, thou muſt be revenged of thy 
ſelfe by wholly abſtaining from their company. If thou haſt ſinned 
by the abuſe of lawfull games, &c. thou mult wholly renounce - 
them. It by immoderate loye of the world, thou mult be reyen- 
ed of thy ſclfe by a greater meaſure of charitie to the poore. Thus 
Saint Pax did beat down his body, and brought it into ſubiettion, 
&c. 1 Cor.g.27. When Hilar:on felt his luſts boyling, and his 
body prone to hilthineſle, he ſaid, Ego faciam, aſelle, nt non calci- 
tres, I will keepe this Aſſe from kicking by abſtinence, This part of 
repentance is little regarded now adayes; though there cannot be 
true repentance without it. «7 true penitent will be reveuged of 
hu ſinnes, 4s Cranmer was of bus right band, which be firſt.burut in 
the fire ( when he was at the ſtake) becayſe with that be had [abs 


ſcribed ts Poperie, Thus the Epheſian Converts, A#.1 9-19. burnt 


their bookes before all men: and the women that had prided them» 
ſelves in their looking-glakes, brought them to the building of the 
Tabernacle, Exod, , 8.8, Thus ought every truc penitent to doe, 
Thus much for the fourth linke of the golden chaine of repen- 
tance. | 

The fifth, and laſt linke of the goldenchaine of Repentance, is, 
Turning unto God by neWneſſe of life, Man by ſinne turneth his 
backe upon God, and wandreth from Godasthe Prodigall Child 


from 
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from his father. Now repentance is a retwrning backe unto God. 
And therefore in the Old Teſtament it is expreſſed under this 
name 3 It is called a Twr»ing unto God. It is not enough toccale 
from evill, but we muſt alſo doe good. As a man cannot goe with 
one legge, nor a bird fiy with one wing : no more can any man 


mount up to heaven by forſaking of {inne, it he doth not allo la- 


bour to turne to God. 

And this is the con/unmmation of Repentarce, and the happineſſa 
of it. Whereas diſobedience eſtrangeth 1s from God, who is our 
light and life, in whoſe preſence is fulneſſe of toy, &c. Repentance 
brings us backe againe into the love, favour, and friendſhip of God, 
. And therefore Zathey faith well, That optima C& apti/cima® parni- 
tentia eſt nova vita: which ſaying, though condemned by Pope 
Leo the tenth, yet certamly it is a molt excellent ſaying : Repen» 
tance without reformation, 1s a deformation ; 1t is a foundation 
without a building. At ſorrow, confeſrion, and forſaking of ſinne 
withont this terrning nnto God by holineſſe of life, is ſruitlefſe and 
wnprofitable, 

And thus you haye the Golden Chaine with all the five likes. 

Now what remaines : but | 

Firſt, That all you that pretend to a right Repentance, be per» 
{waded tocxamme your fclves whether you have this meadbcine 
with the five ingredients, this golden chaine with the five linkes. 
There are ſome that will confeile their finnes, but it is with dric 
eyes and hard hearts. Others that will mourne for their ſinnes, 
but not forſake them. Others will fortake ſome finnes , but not 
all. *Some forſake finne outwardly, but not inwardly : ſome for- 
fake firme, but doe not turne to God : ſome forlake finne, but doe 
not not make reſtitution. 1f a child be borne Without his leg pes, or 
armes, or eyes ; we ſay it is a monſter, adctormed child : Such a 
monſtrous kind of repentance moſt people have. Some have a legge 

axce ; fome hayc an arme of r: pentance ; but few have the 
Whole child of repemance. Herod had a leg ge of repentance, he refor- 
med in many things ; but his repentance was but a lame repentance. 
Balanm ad a kind of repentance, and to had eh ; but it was but a 
monſter, not the perfect child of +" Was Examine _— 
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and let conſcience ſpeake : Haſt rhow the child of repentance formed 


in thee with every limbe in truth, though not in perfettion ? Say not 


thou repenteſt aright unlefle thou nalt all the links of this golden 


chaine. Dn 
Secondly, Labour to put on this golden chaine this day, Tt will 


be an excellent ornament to Lords , Ladies, and Genth men ; The 


Lord give you hearts to doe it, Repentance is Chriſts gift, he is 


at Gods right hand to give it. Sue to him for it,and he willbeRow 
it uporryou And be ſure toreiember this truth of God: If any 
one linke of this chaine be wanting thoucanſt not beſaved, For | am 
not now preaching of points m difference between us and the 
Papiſts;- or betweene Proteſtant and Proteltant ; but of thoſe 
things which all will confefle tobe true. If any one of theſe ingre- 
aients be out of the medicine, this meaicine of repentance will doe 
thee no good, And therefore labour to thy utmoſt endeyour by 
prayer andallother means, to obtain all tive this day. lay,this day, 
for this day God cals, and you call; Godcals for repentance, and for 
preſent repentance, and for a compleat repentance ; and you call for 
mercy for your Armics;for preſent mercy, & fora compleat mer- 
cy : Would you have God heare you, and will not you heare God? 
Confider whether this be equall : Wowla you have God give jou 
4 good returne of your prayers, and will not you give God a good re» 
turn of his Word? The occalion of our mecting this day,isto pray to 
God, that God would be pleaſed 10 owne owr Forces, tor we know 
not how ſoone they may be ingaged ; and that God would be 
pleated to fight our battels, and nut to ſuffer us to miſcarry as we 
have done lately. Now doe you thinks God will regard your 
prayers this day, if you doe not repent this day ? 7t is not praying, 
but it is the penitent prayer, that prevailes with God, It is in vaine 
torecrate your eArmics, if you recrute your ſinnes ; God logkes for 
penitent prayers, bumble prayers z- Let the Parliament of Exg- 
lanancyer forget the 7. of Joſonua 10, 11, 12,8cc. Get thee wp,faith 
God, ts Joſbua, why lyelt thou ox the ground ? there is 4 | ſonune Comm 
mitted, and Ile not heare thy prayers till the ſinue be removed: Let 
the Parliament of England remember the Battels of the children 
of 1/rael againlt the Beniamites ; though their cauſe were never fo 

| good , 
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good, yet notwithſtanding, becauſe they were Idolaters, and be= 
cauſe they did rot manage their cauſe well , therefore God ſuf- 
tered them twice to miſcarry : Let the Parliament of England 
never forget the ſtorie of the people of 1ſrael, 1 Sams. 4. that went 
| out and carried the Arke of God with them, and went out to fight 
| againſt the Philijtines who were the enemies of God, and yet 
they miſcarried, becauſe of their iniquities : And let the Parlia- 

ment of England never forget the 23. of Demteronomie 9. When 

your Hoſtes go forth to fight againſt your enemies, then keep your 

ſelves from every evil way ; then , then eſpecially. A repenting 
Parliament ; a repenting Army ; anda repenting people ; what my- 
racles might not they doe? The Lord make the Army, the Par- 
liament, and all the People ſuch, Amen, 4men. 
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